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SADGATI

‘Deliverance’

Screenplay by Satyajit Ray and Amrit Rai
based on the short story by Premchand

Premchand’s short story Sadgati was published in 1931. The Hindi text is available in
volume 4 of Mansarovar, the collected stories of Premchand (Allahabad, various editions).
An English translation by David Rubin appears as the title story of Rubin’s Deliverance and
Other Stories (New Delhi, 1990: pp. 241-250).

Satyajit Ray’s film based on the short story was shown on Indian television (Doordarshan) in
1981, and subsequently on Channel 4 in the UK.

Andrew Robinson’s The Chess Players and Other Screenpiays (London 1989) includes an
English translation of the screenplay of the film, an introduction to the film and to the
various responses it provoked amongst Indian critics, some black-and-white stills, and a
reprint of Rubin’s translation of the original story. Robinson includes the following
information about the film’s cast and production team (pp. 82-3):

DUKHI [a chamar] Om Puri

JHURIA [Dukhi’s wife] Smita Patil

DHANIA [Dukhi’s daughter]  Richa Mishra

GHASIRAM  [a brahmin] Mohan Agashe

LAKSHMI [Ghasiram’s wife]  Gita Siddharth

THE GOND Bhaialal Hedao

Producer Doordarshan, Government of India
Screenplay Satyajit Ray, from a short story by Premchand
Lighting Cameraman Soumendu Roy

Editor Dulal Datta

Art Director Ashoke Bose

Musical Score Satyajit Ray

Thanks to Hyphen Films, London, for supplying the shooting script on which the following
transcribed screenplay is based.

Rupert Snell
SOAS, London
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Early morning in a chamar settlement. Dukhi the chamar’s honse. Dukhi’s wife Jhuria comes out looking for
their daughter Dhania.
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A green patch on the edge of the settlement, Dukhi is cutting grass.
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Dukhi walks to Pandit Ghasiram the brahmin’s house, carrying the bundle of grass. Ghasiram is doing his puja.
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Ghasiram’s ten year old son Moti has just come out with his school books. Ghasiram shouts at him.
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Moti ambles off.
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Dukhi takes the grass to the cowshed, and begins sweeping the verandah.
Jhuriya is at the village shop.
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_;"ﬁ Ghasiram’ s house. Dukhi finishes sweeping,
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Dukhi’s house. Dhania has brought the mohwa leaves and calls out to her mother.
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The verandah of Ghasiram’s house. Ghasiram is seated with two other brahmins. One of them, Loknath, has
had a bereavement, and Ghasiram is consoling him by quoting from the Gita.
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Dukhi waits to draw Ghasiram’s attention,

AR e a1 A4 R s ) far o g awe g fagen & e 98 v | A

A T & @ |
Ghasiram notices Dukhi.
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Dukhi goes to look for the axe.  Ghasiram turns to Loknath again,
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Dukhi appreaches the log and tries to chop it, but without effect. He sharpens the axe on a stone and tries
again. ‘A Gond passing by stops to watch.
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Dukhi’s house. Jhuriya and Dhaniya have nearly finished making the mat.
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The Gond’s house. The Gond comes out with pipe and tobacco.
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Dukhi walks back to the brahmin’s house. Ghagiram has sat down to his meal.
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Lakshmi reacts to Dukhi’s apology. She seems to soften a bit. Ghasiram continues 1o eat.
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Dukhi has a smoke. The he tackles the iog again like a man possessed, muttering under his breath.
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Dukhi suddenly loses his temper and flings the axe away. It nearly hits a brahmin passer-by,
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Still horrified, the brahmin meets another brahmin on his way to the well,
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Dukhi goes back near the log, suddenly forlorn. He gives way to a fit of sobbing.,

Dukhi’s house. Dhania breaks off a game of hopscotch to see if her father is returning,
Ghasiram’s house. Ghasiram wakes up and goes out to see what Dukhi is doing. Dukhi has fallen asleep.
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Moti returns from school and watches Dukhi as he attacks the log with great fervour. A tremendous blow
makes a crack in the wood, but the next moment Dukhi falls on his face. Moti runs to his father.
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Ghasiram goes out to investigate.
g gfaEn, fE T e

Dukhi doesn’t move, Ghasiram realises he is dead and steps back.,

The Gond watches from behind a bush. Ghasiram suddenly notices Moti standing by.
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Ghasiram’s hurries back into the house and shakes his wife out of her sleep.
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The Gond has come close to Dukhi. He casts a contempiuous glance in the direction of Ghasiram’s house.
e TOAT TTAT ! ET-HETT |!
The Gond makes off quickly. On the road, an o0ld brahmin stands looking suspiciously at Dukhi’s inert body.

TR AT FAT ?
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The brahmin tums round and sees a group approaching. He holds up his hand.
CrR ) HHTT | 79T !

The chamar settlement. A crowd has gathered to listen to the Gond.
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Now Ghasiram arrives at the chamar settlement, looking shaken.
TRIM T .. S AT AGT — Il FIEt &K e, AR UR & 1A, @1 AR AT
Jhuriya approaches, speechless with shock, - ‘The-chamars stare at Ghasiram-without a word.
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Two women try to console her.
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The chamars just keep locking at Ghasiram. He loses his nerve and starts walking back. Dhaniya weeps.
A crowd of brahmins has gathered on the road outside Ghasiram’s house. One of them speaks to Ghasiram,
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Ghasiram’s bedroom. Ghasiram comes in. Lakshmi has been waiting for him anxiously. A rainstorm begins.
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Jhuria comes up in the pouring rain, and tums the body of her husband.
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Itis night. Ghasiram’s bedroom. Lakshmi sits on the bed, while Ghasiram paces up and down,
FEH T W@ A T oA R 9@ FEE A F wE |
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S g FGT AT ? AT #A Fgr 41!
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Dawn of the next day. The rain has stopped, but water drips from the leaves of the trees. Ghasiram gingerly
dangles a noose of rope round Dukhi’s ankle and drags the body off across a field, dumping it far from the house.
Now Ghasiram, freshly bathed, mumbles prayers and sprinkles holy water on the spot where Dukhi died.

THE END
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Glossary

morning

present, offering

wooden bedstead, charpoy

diminutive of @<

village headman

mad, crazy

to light, kindle

live coal, ember

a tree with broad leaves

sitting-mat

uncooked food (as alms for
Brahmin)

leaf

sacred, holy, pure

giddiness, dizzy spell

Gond — a tribal group

seer, measure of about 2 Ibs

complete, full (8T 9T a full
seer, one seer)

a quarter; m, a quarter- seer
salt

turmeric

leaf-plate

four-anna coin (quarter rupee)
to touch

because of

worry

o

why?

lots

grain of food

daughter

betrothal, engagement
kindness (39T H<F please)
auspicious moment

omen

to calculate (esp. astrologically)

moment; breath (SH T to

take a breath); strength,
stamina

F 39 O

broom
verandah

order, command (ST 6

as you command)
bundle
cow
beyond, on the far side of
storchouse, godown

rhaoff ~ur otenee
LAIGLLy UL DUGYY

straw-shed

wood

to split, cleave

banyan tree

log, block of wood

hole, gap

all

grain

through it (‘by that route”)

to flow, trickle

that is to say

to take on, assume, wear

worn out, decrepit

wife

even if, notwithstanding

alive, living

blessed, fortunate, worthy of
praise

heart, soul

to torment, cause pain

marriage

scripture, law-book

the other world, heaven

to depart

snake

to bite

a venomous snake

ankle

year

kin

A




to be separated from

axe

offspring

to produce

family, lineage

bothered, troubled

fodder

time

how could I bring myself to

to be seen; appear

fire; a light (for cigarette etc.)
wife of Pandit

midday, midday heat

religious action, appropriate
behaviour
awareness, memory

a caste (of palm-sap gatherers)

with head held high

inn, tavern

burning wood

paid labourer

to scorch

forgiveness, pardon

‘mother” (mode of address)

mistake

fool

kicks and shoe-beatings

(=9HTE; 4T is a ‘definite
suffix’ in Eastern Hindi]

life, soul

bastard

Go to hell!

worthless, useless (“the bloody
thing...")

1o slip

in future, from now on

mad, crazy, amock

to set to, to stop fast

unchanged, as before

auspicious moment

fault

13

FYAT to brace, gird up

kil to hit hard, strike

weAqT to split

ﬁﬁ & aw face down

SHET-HHT topsy-tarvy talk, gibberish

CET) to gabble

Eﬁ?ﬁ' m Tulsi (Moti’s friend)

T m @ calamity

ﬂﬂf dead; m. corpse

IS8T to worry, panic

Ces i settlement

Higaig nonsense, tittle-tattle

g to call

qHA (ATEIO) I9GT ™ “Brahmin god’, godly
priest

TR FEEEl by force, under duress

e responsibility

IR TH (=374 TF I7T)

aror f corpse

CRISED suddenly, unexpectedly

9 L | “That’ll do...enough”

LETEY serious

gt 10 remove

e on the contrary

A #iE] fegmar to glare angrily

Q9 (A ™ curse

qefeqT to return .

Fdee(l ™ hard-hearted person

g m body

qrwa £ strength

ferrrgaT to harm

ey cruel, heartless

qq (Tl'f%l') HIRI ST to lose one’s wits

QT =T to find out

q g 7\% they can’t come, have no
chance of coming

WY to stink

FRasf prattling, raving
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