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INTRODUCTION

This reader is for those advanced students of Hindi who find a need
for the more Sanskritized vocabulary and scholarly style found in college

texts. The material here is all chosen from one textbook, the work entitled

WA HOTST 9T gmEISes T8 (subtitled, in English, "Peoples
and Institutions of India"), by the sociologist Prakashcandra Diksit. I have
merely excerpted whole units, changing nothing except obvious misprints,
as I believe the approach to the material is as interesting as the material
itself. The vocabulary glosses at the bottom of each page are contextual
meanings, and they are only somewhat repetitive. This booklet should
therefore be read in order. Quite a few words are of course not glossed, as
this is a reader for students who have already built a basic vocabulary. A
dictionary will most likely be an essential for all but the most advanced
students, but specialized words and those of more unusual usage have all
been glossed on the pages where those words first occur, and are even
sometimes repeated if I deemed it necessary. I have left out most
footnotes, and have not included notes on scholars mentioned by the
author. Students of anthropology or sociology will probably know many of

those names.
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