Saagiaa Aur Pilaa
Text by Abdul Hamid Beg Alam
Performed by Sabri Brothers!
Working transcription and translation by Raphael Grunschlag
With invaluable help from Irfan Aziz
1) Until this cra passes
2) Make me selflessly-intoxicated
3) [l am)] vour sacrifice, O wise Saqi*
4) This wine of love is to be poured
5) Fill two cups, Saqi, with the cherry red wine3
6) One in my name, and one in the name of God
7) Fulfill the unsatisfied desires of my heart
8) Give, give, give some semblance of relief for my pain
9) Pour the "first dose"* but put in the passion of desire
10 Pour one drop, but put into that drop a river
11) O Saqi blessings upon you and upon your tavern
12) Pour it such that its intoxication will remain life long
13} I haven't yet received a full and complete wine
14) Sagi pour more, pour more, pout more
15) Only God knows if this night will come or not
. 16) Saqi, look in my direction
17} Look after my taste
18) Neither turn away yoﬁr face, Sagi, nor use this shamelessness
15} Pour fior wej ioday, dou'i pui i off wniil iomorrow, Sadgi

20) Lest my life-wine spill tomorrow

1The Sabri Brothers claim descent from Tan Sen, the court musician of Akbar. Their musical education began

early in life under the instruction of their father, Ustad Inayat Khan. After partition in 1947, the Sabri family

migrated to Karachi and the brothers began to study with Ustad Latafat Hussain Khan. Their first recording was
released in 1958, and perhaps one of their biggest recorded hits was "Tajdar-e-Haram" (King of the Medina). The .-
older Sabri brother, Ghulam Farid Sabri, died in Karachi this year on April 5, at age 64.

2Cup bearer or barman,

3 Also rosy-checked, a reference to the beloved. Wine, love, and divine knowledge are all interchangeable

metaphors used by the Sufi in gawalli.

4The first dose given (o a newborn child, often honey.




21) Sometimes 1 have drunk from my hand, sometimes by measure
22) Sometimes I have drunk from my hand, sometimes by measure
23) Somtimes I have drunk in silence, sometimes in conversation
24) In short, I have opened my heart and drunk

25) In short, I have opened my spirit and drunk

26) Drinking, drinking, I finished it

27) 1 gave my life to the wine

28) Wine wasn't such a poison

29) Preacher, how conld you have forbidden it?

30) Drinking isn't forbidden, pouring isn't forbidden, nor is it forbidden to return to consciousness after drinking
31) It is written upon the store of the Pir of the Magi:

32) It is forbidden to serve wine to the weak?®

33) Because it is a disgrace to the wine room

34) An insult to the boozers

35) If wine is given to the hands of the weak

36) This world [is} of two colors [in] the strange matters of love
37) If you ask for love, you will receive frustration

38) Life's thousand flower gardens will bloom

39) Baut the bud of one heart will not bloom

40) So in order to forget the whole world

41) 1 love the bitter wine

42) Peopie drink each other's biood

43) I only drink wine

44-55) Punjabi segment

56} May grace be to me the wine of "There is no God but God"

57) O my Sagqi, may it begin®

SLit "low capacity"...intellectually or for alcohol
6Lit. "In the Name of God," which is recited at the beginning of events




58) I will drink with great order

59) That which has come from Medina

60) May the wine be the hope of the city of Medina

61) O Bless God, you are a wretch

62) Initis the sweet smell of Ahmed's hair

63) Drunkeness of love's emotion

64) May the mysteries of selflessness unfold to me’

65) May my breath say "Prophet. prophet”... Just utter this, "prophet, prophet"®
66) When the King of Madani became involved in the battle of Ahad

G7) He was injured on the dakh

68) The diamond's spark fell

69) When he heard, Sai Kalavi became restless

70) Two soldiers said God is generous....O prophet, prophet

71} When Mashvarah began to kill Muhammad

72} Faruq was appointed to this task

73) Taking up his sword, when he reached near Hazrat®

74) Trembling, the sword fell from his hand, and he said "you are the Prophet”
75) Hussain went to the Mosque at Nabavi

76) [And] said to Bilal, "Sound the call to prayer for us now"

77) When Muhammad came to his lips, the Prophet didn't appear

78) So from [his] soul and chest only this escaped -"Prophet, prophet"
79) Bilal died at Gham Ashine

80) His head split upon his door!®

81) But he did not abandon Muhammad's door, and said this

82) 1 will remain standing at the door of the Prophet

83) Iust by standing work will happen

7 Alternatively, the mysteries of selflessness unfolded to me

80r, my breath said "prophet, prophet”

9The prophet Muhammed

1 Also sar phordna can mean to unsuccessfully try to convince a tyrant




84) Someday my fate will open

85) Someday my Salaam will happen...O Prophet, prophet

86) Say "Prophet, prophet"...Say "prophet prophet"...Say this, "prophet prophet", Say this...
87) May there be comfort to the heart, I am security... Just say "prophet prophe "...Sa'}r this much...
88) May the mysteries of selflessness open unto me

89) May my breath say "prophet, prophet”

90) May the winds of grace blow

’ 91) May the rains of light shower down

92) Your sacrifice

93) The bud of my desire bloemed...Saqi pour more

94) Up to now it was the boozer's question to Saqi, "pour more"

95) Now the Sagi asked the boozer, "Which wine do you want?"

96) Please listen

97} The voice came: which wing will the drunken/mad-one drink?

98) Will you drink the wine which Mansoor drank upon hanging himself? He said no

99) Will you drink the wine which Dabrez drank upon flaying himself? He said not even this

100y Will you drink the wine which the intoxicated-one drank upon having his head cut off? He said not even this

101) Will you drink the wine which Jesus drank having raised from the dead the famity of izni? He said not even

this

102) Will you drink the wine which Moses drank having shown his mightiness on the Mountain of Tor? He said

not even this

103) The wine which Job drank having achieved the wealth of patience? He said not even this
104} Which one? He says

105) The wine which was drunk at Karbala!!

106} The wine also went to the son of Haider

107y Which the ruby of Zehra, having drunk

108} Gave his life on the approval of the Maulah

109} Wounds were on his body, blood was coursing

'Where Hussein was martyred, and many died of thirst




110) The shelter!? of God-the-Provider was upon his head

111) Hussain was thirsty for three days

112) Be he was Mustafa's!? grandson

113) Why do you demand water from enemies?

114) [He} drank the wine of divine light

115) Having drunk onc glass of "There is no God but God"

116) In a state of passionate love, he had his head cut off

117) What {he] saw: Religion and the secular are for wiping out
118) Hussain came into the field to have his head cut off

119) There in Shimr's heart was boundless ill-feeling

120) Here Hussain's patience and tranquility was limitless

121) Shimr said this, "The government is in my hand"

122) Hussain said, "God's grace is upon me"

123) Shimr said this, "I am an ocean of power”

124) Hussain said, "1 am the victor of destiny”

125) Shimr said this, "T am full blown glory"

126) Hussain said that "I am the gem of the lion of God"

127) Shimr said this, that "I will not abandon this injustice against me"
128) Hussain said, "I will not abandon the way of faith"

129) Shimr said this, "I will close off water [from you]"

130) Hussain said "I will be patient even through this"
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132) Hussain said, "It will be a grace from God"
133) Shimr said this, "You won't even be put into a shroud"

©134) Hussain said, "The clothes will come with the bell”

12Lit. shadow
13 Another name for the Prophet Muhammad
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