This is the part of the text from the Candayan when Chanda’s father, Rao Mabhar, is being
challenged by a neighboring Rao, Riipchand, who has fallen in love with Chanda and will do
anything to carry her away from her father’s palace. Thus, a war begins, with Rao Riipchand
assaulting the kingdom of Rao Mabhar, located in the city of Govar. Rao Mahar has sent his
messenger, Basith, to negotiate terms with Rao Riipchand. But, Riipchand wants nothing to do
with terms.
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Basith returned and entered Govar. Seeing the crowd, Mahar ran forward [1]

and asked, ”Have you come with good news? What did you say (to him), and what was the
answer you received?” [2] Just as [the king] requested, so Basith spoke, “The King [Riipchand]
did not listen. He remained angry. [3] He doesn’t want elephants, horses and money. He only
wants the ‘moon’. He doesn’t even recognize the sun! [4] Ever since we have hidden Chanda,
since then this king has wanted to kill us. [5] O King, whatever happens to be your opinion, so be
it! At the rising of the sun, and the destruction of [his] fort, may he then repent before you![6]

101
mgmaﬁwﬂm|mwa§aﬁmmn1
SgleE HET TG A3 AIoi3| 35 AG 3 T B sl 2
313X gl 9% AR W] fGag ok agy & sy 3
Fa® HaE Id AR 95 SRATE Aqr A /IRy 4

ol |HeT dTeel am3| 39 To13 3§ @ig & o311 5

o3 offg @ de A I3 afg FRegs AR

ofer W I 9 INEE 54 &5 3R 6

Mahar looked at the faces of the princes and courtiers and asked, “Do you belong to the “Thirty-
Sixers’?” [1]* Many of them responded, “If you give Chanda to [Riipchand], then we will rule
with a united front.” [2] Others said, “It will be good if you flee from this place and stay away

! A reference to the thirty-six Rajput tribes, who had settled in the Avadhi area.



for four days.” [3] Kunvart and Dhanvari shouted obscenities at all of them, saying, “Though
you have been born like anyone else, in reality you have been born from the stomach of a jackal
— your mother was a jackal! [4] We have been given the right to rule a city and enjoy the benefits
of the villages; now we will give our lives for Chanda’s cause![5] As long as we breathe we will
fight. In the meantime, we will all make a funeral pyre and burn, from which our fame may
glow. [6]
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[When] King Riipchand appeared at the fort, King Mahar prepared his army. [1] Wearing armor
and carrying weapons in his hands, Banth became energized when Kunvara appeared before
him. [2] Banth said, “Oh, who are you? You’re useless and will assuredly die...get up and go
home!” [3] Hearing this, Kunvara became agitated and drew out his sword while all the “Thirty-
Sixers’ stood and watched. [4] Taking aim, Banth came forward and swung his sword at
Kunvart; [Kunvaru] grabbed a shield and endlessly parried [Banth’s thrusts]. [5] But, his vision
was disturbed by the glint of Banth’s sword and his shield fell from his hand.

Banth’s sword found its mark, and Kunvari fell to the ground, dead. [6
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Dhanvara saw that Kunvari had fallen and became fiery like Agni himself. [1] He took a spear
in hand and threw it [at Banth], but it struck his shield, missed and fell to the ground. [2] Then,
at the thumping of a kettledrum, he drew out his sword ‘Lightening’, and went to attack [Banth]
with it. [3] The blade shattered when it struck [Banth’s] head, and Banth said, “Either | or
someone else will finish him off.” [4] After that, Dhanvari reached for a taruvar (?) and drew it,



Banth hit him and fled. [5] Chasing him, Dhanvaru adhuka [mounted a horse] and subduing his
foes, he fell down while killing them. Banth, returned, saw the situation, then came forward and
killed him. [6]
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Applause rang out [amidst the enemy] when the two [warriors, Kunvarii, Dhanvarti] were killed,
and other young princes of [Rao] Mahar were defeated. [1] Those two [Kunvarii and Dhanvarii]
were dragged back by servants; [Mahar’s] infantry sat down and sang their praises. [2] A small
lake had formed from their blood; not one prince came forward. [3] Others who saw [the two
lying there] also lost their courage; the army had lost its will to fight. [4] Those whom Rao
Mahar had fed in his kitchens, now, in adversity did not come to work. [5] The royal bard said to
Rao Mabhar, “Quick, call the brave Lorak and Bavan, send them [into battle] and you will achieve
your goal.” [6]
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O Bard, Gosain, dash [to the fort], present yourself to Lorak and bring him back. [1]

The bard mounted a horse, made him gallop, arriving to find Lorak gambling. [2]

“Bard! From where have you come, racing this horse? Who sent you, and why?” [3]

“Rao Mabhar has called you, come quick, because Kunvarti and Dhanvarti have been killed! [4]
‘Sun’ go, and ally yourself with Govar; the “moon” is about to be snatched away, darkness is
upon us.” [5] Lorak jumped up when he heard of the destruction of the army and Rao Mahar’s

dejection, [saying:] “I will kill Banth this very day on the battlefield and see Rao Riipchand flee.
[6]
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Lorak went home, searched for and prepared his club/mace, took his shield (? 3118sT) and sword.
[1] Tying (?333el) [on his feet], tightly winding a turban on the head, he put on an upper

garment of mail. [2] He grabbed a hammer (&=T8gX)), tied it to his hand, and wore armour

around his waist. [3] Four men lifted [Lorak’s] helmet and placed it on his head. [4] Skillfully, he
took a bow in his hand, as if it was the favorite bow made for Arjuna. [5] Taking along a pick-
axe, spear, dagger, and tying on a sword, he set off and ran, the tongue of his drawn sword
thirsting for blood! [6]
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Kholin was not letting Lorik go [saying], “Why shouldn’t Rao Ripchand take away Chanda
now? [1] Do | have the responsibility of protecting her life? Then, why is Rao Mahar
summoning you to the battle? [2] The villagers that come under the king’s domain should protect
her. Why aren’t they going into battle today? [3] You are a benefit to this house, you are my
wealth. I will not let anyone see a hair of your head! [4] If anything should happen to you, how
will I live? Will | be able to eat or drink?” [5] [Lorik responded,] “Putting oneself at risk is a
difficult thing to do, how can I hide from this duty? Mother, give me your blessing, that I shall
return home after killing Banth.” [6]




