4 THE BRIDE'S MIRROR

IN THE NAME OF QOD THII COMPASSIONATE THE MERCIFUL

INTRODUCTION

No one more thoroughly deserves to be called ‘stupid’
than a human being who does not sometimes ponder over the
affairs of the world we live in.  And although there are fit subjects
for meditation in this world of a thousand different kinds, the
most fundamental and important of all is human life itself.

Just consider—from the day that a man is horn, until he dies—
what & number of different things happen to him in the course of
his life, and what wonderful changes he himself iz constantly
undergoing. The best time of all in a man's life is that of child-
hood. At that age he has no kind of anxiety. His father and
mother cherish him with the utmost tenderness and affection, and,
as far as their means go, provide him with every comfort.

Parents take a pleasure in their children being well fed and well
clothed, and for the sake of their children’s comfort are content
to undergo all kinds of annoyance and trouble. Men who are
fathers earn ‘money—some by the roughest manual labour, some
take up a profession, some go info trade, some into service; in
short, by whatever means are available, they find the money
required for their children’s ease. Women who are mothers
very often work hard themselves to make money if the father’s
earnings are not sufficient for the household expenses. This one
takes in needlework, another knits lace, another makes men’s caps
—nay, there are some mothers, stricken by calamity, who are
maintaining their children by grinding at the mill, or spinning at
the wheel, or doing the work of a general drudge in a house.

The affection which parents have for their children. is not pre-
tended, or put on for show. On the contrary, it is genuine love
which springs from the heart, and God (be He exalted !}, who is
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all-wise, has planted this fondness for their offspring in fathers and
mothers in order that the offspring should obtein proper nourish-
ment. At the commencement of their life the little things are
extremely helpless—unable to speak, or to understand, to move or
to get about. If their parents did not lovingly tend them, little .
children would die of hunger. Whence should they get bread ?
whither would they go for clothes ¥ and how would they grow up
to be big ?

Is it the case only with human beings ¢ Even among animals
the love of their young ia very strong. How carefully does a hen
bring up her chickens ! All day Jong she keeps sitting and hiding
them under her wings ; and if she finds a single grain of corn any-
where, she does not eat it ; she calls the chickens, and lays it in
front of them with her beak ; and if & hawk or a cat wants to
attack them, without a thought of her own safety, she is reedy to
fight and be killed for them, 1t is clear, then, that God has given
this special affection to parents for no other reason than this—that
the supply of such tiny little creatures’ needs should mever be
checked ; that they should get focd when they are hungry, water
when they are thirsty, warm clothing to shield them from the cold,
and everything requisite for their comfort at the right time.

Experience teaches us that this special affection only lasts so
long as the young are dependent upon it for their needs. When
8 hen’s chickens grow big, she leaves off hiding them under her
wings, and as soon as they run about, and are able to fill their own
crops for themselves, the hen does not give them any assistance.
Indeed, when they get very big, she begins to peck at them in such
a fashion you might suppose she was not their mother.

The same is the case with human parents. So long as the child~"

is very small the mother nurses it, and earries it about with her
wherever she goes, She gives up her whole night’s rest, while she
' is patting the baby to sleep. But when the child is old enough to
begin eating ¢ khichri,” the mother leaves off nursing it altogether,
and that milk which she has gone on giving to it 8o fondly for
many years she now withholds from it persistently and sternly.
She applies bitter-tasting things (to keep the child away), and if
the child is pertinacious she slaps and scolds it. After a time the
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children come to a stage in which her taking them up inte her
lap even is an annoyance to her.

Have you never seen your little brothers and sisters getting
slapped because they would not leave their mother’s lap ?
Mother gets angry, and says : * What a troublesome child it ia!
Not out of my lap for & moment " Do not suppose from this
that her love no longer remains. The fact is, that therc are
different kinds of affection during different stages of existence,
The state of children does not always remain the same, To-day
they are drinking milk ; to-morrow they have begun to eat food ;

- by-and-by they learn to walk. As a child goes on getting bigger,
80 the tone of the parents’ love for it goes on changing. How
many & beating do boys and girls get over their reading and
writing ! Although little children in their folly may not think so,
even the pain which comes to you from your father’s or mother’s
hands is really conducive to your own advantage.

You will have many days to live in the world after you are
separated from your parents ; no one yet has ever preserved his
father and mother alive for the whole of his own term of life.
Happy indeed may those boys and girls be called, who during
their parents’ lifetime acquired the common-sense and good
habits which have enabled them to pass their whole lives in joy
and peace ; and very evil is the fate of those children who never
valued their parents’ existence, and made no use of the advantages
which their parents' efforts secured to them, but wasted the
precious time of unruffled leisure in playing and idling, and have
since spent their lives in trouble and misfortune. They have
lived in torment, and they made their parents also live in torment
on their account.

It is not a question only of dying. During the lifetime of the
parents, their children slip away from their control as soon ag they -
are married: And by the time that children come to be of middle
age their parents are old people, and themselves become depen-
dent upon their children ; so that sons and daughters, after they
have reached that age, so far from being assizted by their parents,
have to support and relieve them.

Boys and girls ought certainly to consider how their life will be
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passed after they are separated from their parents. In this world}
the heaviest burdens fall upon the males of & family. Tl.w food,
the clothes, and all the things which are required for dallj_r con-
sumption, are in this world procured by money. The chink of
rupees sets men’s teeth on edge. i
Tt is a happy thing for women that, asa m}a, they are preserve
from the toil of earning a livelihood or making money. Look a
all the hard work of different kinds which is perform'ed by men.
One carries huge loads on his head ; another brings in ﬁrewood(i
The goldsmith, the blacksmith, the tinker, the bramer,‘ the gol
and silver wire-maker, -beater, -flattoner, .drawer, -gilder, the
jeweller, the embroiderer, the silver-thread-twist.er, the metal-
worker, the enameller, the tin-washer, the plain-worker, the
burnisher, the mirror-maker, the gold-lace-maker, the lac-ware-mn.n,
the shoeing-smith, the seal-engraver, the ghoe-embroiderer, the
hone-cutter, the sand-sifter, the caster, the carpenter, th.e turner,
the cocoanut-wortker, the comb-maker, the bamboo-splitter, .the
paper-maker, the weaver, the tent-maker, th-e dyer, the cah;:)o-
printer, the tailor, the tarban-maker, the braid-maker, the .tu 8-
maker, the cobbler, the die-cutter, the stone-mason, the lapidary,
the builder, the leather-worker, the potter, the sweetmea.t-selle{:,
the oilman, the pawn-seller, the colour-maker, the per{ume:r-—lt
does not matter what trade a man is of ; inall of th.em there is the
same amount of irksome toil and labour, and all t.h.la Iabour is put
up with and undergone by men. for the sake of earning money.
But for all this you must not suppose that women have no 51'{&1:0
at ell in the business of the world beyond eating and sleeping.

On the contrary, it is the women who do the entire work of house-b"

keeping. The man brings his earnings home, and’ la.ys.; them down
Yefore the women, and they, with their woman’s wit, make the
money go so far, by economy and good mam.a.gement, that n.c;t
only the comfort, but the credit and. respectability, of the family
defy reproach, So that, if you look into t",he matter carefully, the
world is like a cart which cannot move without two wheels—nlm.n
on one side, and woman on the other. Men cannot spare the time

from their breadwinning occupations to spend on the little details ¥

of household management.
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et or sister are
You boys must learn those things which will be useful to you s sister ; and suppose that by any cta:u::;:r;l: tilmst either lay
‘/when you are men ; and you girls should acquire those gifts which not near her at the time 2 In such must endure all the evils
will be a source of pleasure and profit to you when you are women. her modesty upon th.e shelf, or she
{ No doubt God has created women, in comparison with men, of that resalt from her slleI}ce. siffult in comparison with reading,
. & somewhat more delicate physique ; but He hes given to women ‘Writing is certainly a little diffic tice of copying out four lines
X hands, feet, ears, eyes, intelligence, thought, memory, just the but any person who will make_a.pl'&c s omount over again from
same &s to men. s day from & book, and of "_Vntmg th:tc;riin s few months, at
These are the things which boys make use of, and with their memory—getting the exercises c-(::e There is no call for elegant
help become great scholars, reciters, doctors, artists, mechanics— the outside, will have leal.rflt to write. 1t which is of the greatest
supreme in every craft, adepts in every science. Girls who waste penmspship ;! mere vniing 18 27 aista,kes or if the letters are
their time in playing with dolls or Yistening to stories are left in use on emergencies. 1 the::e are n; oul; practice in despair.
a state of ignorance. And yet there are women—those who have itl-formed or incorrect, don ﬁngVG WPHYM the beginning. You
understood the value of time, and have spent it in vseful pursuits Whatever it be, no work i done fﬂthese glkull-caps to cut out
~—who have become famous and celebrated in the world in the might give some great_acholar 01;:? ° had never happened to him
same way as men. Such women were Nir Jehdn begam, and and sew together, but if such a thing :B gorh
Zobunnisa begam ; and in these days the naw4b Sikandar begam,! before, it is certain he would make m; ich is .now so easy to you
or the English Princess, Queen Victoria. They are women who This moving about on your legs, ® leasure—very likely you
have administered the affairs of nations—of the whole world, not that you run here and there at your p Jearnt ; but it is well
of a little home and family. don’t remember wii':h what difficulty ;: ::dﬂ s ::ha.l'. first of all
Some ignorant women reason after this fashion. They say : within the recollection O_f your parenl t. When they took you out
‘ However much we read, shall we become mawlavis like men % you could not even sit without support.

Well, then, what is the use of our bothering ourselves ¥ But even

of anyone’s lap, and put you on the ground, someone kept hold of
if a woman has learnt more than she requires, there is not the

you, or they placed a cushion to prop you up. After that, by

es, and then to
least doubt she will reap a proportionate advantage. I do not tumbling about, you learnt to cravill :;gc_'u:hl::e wileﬂ your legs
deny that too much Jearning is unnecessary. for a woman, but how : stand up, but holding on to the be :t,o walk ; but every day one
many women are there who acquire even so much as is absolutely became stronger, you gradually le:;l‘n } times y,ou hurt yourselves.
necessary ? Tt is of the greatest importance to them, at the very : heard of your failing, and hundreds o f God, running about in the
least, to be able to read and write the vernacular. Ii they have . And now hel:;al you are, by the grace o ’
not this amount of learning, they are certain to be put to incon- most astonishing way. . . ; ily. Bub
venience. Either they are compelled to disclose their own family One of these days writing will come t%yo‘;i]t‘;sz: ::e?? a}; boys ; t/
matters to strangers, or they incur all the annoyances that may suppose that you never aré uble to w]:ll et;;i write sufficiently well
arise from keeping them secret. The subjects which oCcCuUpy & without s doubt you an st least beda ° will no longer be put to
oman’s thoughts are usually of a delicate and private nature, but . to meet your own requirements, an yo\ld draw lines on the wall,
t i3 often necessary for her to communicate them to & mother or the inconvenience of having to get up an o ot
. . Single speci-
! Nér Jehdn, the celebrated wifo of the Emperor Jahdngir, died A.». 1645, 1 Among the Musalmans calligraphy muo'ne U}fli:;“ff:::hn;:minnglogouﬂ to
Zebunnisa, daughtor of the Emperor Aurangzeb, died unmarried A.p. 1702. mens of & few lines written by eminent calligrap
Sikandar begam, ruler of Bhop4l, died 4.n. 1868,

those given in England for etchinge by celebrated artists.
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. {orm i
l"'{cloth::c:eizﬁi: hea;;ls of gravel or I?ebbles, in order to check the
rour ok vl:as » ot the reckonings of the woman who grinds
ye receiw,. a. g f;:ap all the .account's of the house—what there ig
paslagi n;ut:; w :l,t. t!wre is to pay—entirely by rote is a very
sccomnt o T, and 1t 13 & way with some husbands to ask for an
fomane _)Irl nowhand then of the different sums they have paid
e Tt o;;lse hold expensed. If the wife cannot remember
Whens ; a']l t;: usband gets suspicious and 3ays to himself :
with o e 8 at money gone ¥ Then the one gets annoyed
v wom;r, a.Il ala.bout nothing, and a quarrel is the result. If
be accurate in :Eejlrr z::: :zc?lll:t]:s Wl';lﬁiég ool thine st
1 | sec » what & good thing it would be !
mngeiarlie:or;:aT:g 2::1 :lr;itmgé;:wo other arts are Eery necess?tiy
1—namely, nee ework and cooking. N
Igt;(::e :&;hz:lt E;mtmgenc{es may meet our paths in t.hi fut,u(::];.e o'i"}l::
e Eto es, the flchesfs men are reduced to poverty and
e ir:d sz:kI{;;m.nent 8 notice, .If they happen to be masters of
o ot 1], it stands th.em in good service during their time
notwit};stand's a matter ?f history that the kings of former ages
oot mlg all their wealth and meagnificence, invaria.bly,
ohed | :]tlnse ves to lefsrn some handicraft, which might prove
potion tl:a.m in the? txmg of misfortune. Remember that no
pos tior n this world is secure. I at the present moment you are
o ohe ¢ I;i?grment of perfect ease and security, give thanks to God
orosperity g;ea;i goodness He has blessed your home with such
prospori :’ : }111 a ]uence. But this does not mean that you should
Shonld et i: f:: ::a z:c(_jiro;lrlpris{ent good fortune, or that you
an;ouut of ?omfort will be ,yt;lurol((’)tl;:)i :r::te fosure that the same
congut(;l;eaz:im:i of prosperity it is most important $o keep your
ponduct an aily habits up to the mark. Although God may
ha t[.ft wflt;u f;ervants .to wait upon you, it is your business to
OpulencaySho hlil get spoilt.  If (which God forbid 1) your present
Mot to et u; evj;zttfsg:;iik: w:;uld c;.use you much annoyance:
the servants, or to your you?lgi: sljrzth:::ﬁ:—_to' e, Tor s
littlo thing you want, while you are lolling a:de:;:t'lzirl:; i?n:avzidy
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State pensioner, is conduct unsuited to your age, and. is evidence
of a spoilt disposition. You ought to do a!l your own things for
yourselves ; indeed, if you are active and on the alert, you can do

many things for the house, and if you are willing to take a little /

trouble, you can give & great deal of help and assistance to your
mother.

Think over this well, and don’t leave any of your business so
that your mother will have to do it with her own hands, or be
distracted by calling others to do it, and so giving trouble to
them.

Yes, my dear little girl! when you go to bed at night, spread
out your bedding for yourseli with your own hands, and in the
morning get up betimes and fold it up, and put it carefully in its
proper place. Keep your own bundle of clothes under your own
charge, and whenever you wish to change any of your elothes, and
put on something else, first mend whatever is torn or has come
unstitehed in it with your own hands. Be careful about the dirty
clothes. Until the washerwoman comes for them, hang them up
separately on pegs. 1f, when you change your clothes, you do not
pick up the dirty ones, perhaps the rats will gnaw them to bits ;
or they may get more dirty by lying about, and the washerwoman
will not be able to clean them properly ; or perhaps, on account of
damp in the ground,’ or the moisture of perspiration, white ants

will get et them. And always see your clothes yourself before
giving them to the washerwoman ; and when she brings them back
from the wash, look them over before you take them ; perhaps
she may have brought less than the full number, or she may have
torn them somewhere, or there may be some stains not taken out.
I you look after your clothes in this way they will always be
washed beautifully clean, and none of them will ever be
lost.

The ornaments which you wear are things that cost a great
deal. In the evening, before going to bed, and in the morning,

1 The floors as well ag the walls of many rooma even in the best houses are
made of beaten earth, and are constantly kept clean, cool, and fragrant by the
process of * leoping '—i.é., washing them over with a solution of & porticularly

fine clsy mixed with fresh cowdung.
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when you get up,! you should notice whether they are all there or
not. It often happens that heedless girls let some of their orna-
ments fall while they are playing about, and then perhaps days
afterwards they find out that an earring hes dropped off, or & ring
is missing from its place. After the house has been through ever
80 many cleanings, how can anyone tell where a tiny little thing
like that has gone to, or whereabouts in the ground it has got
trampled under foot ? Then the careless gitls cry and bewail the
loss of their ornaments, and throw the whole house into confusion
in searching for them. Moreover, when the parents see that a girl
does not take any trouble to ook after her own jewellery, and is
always losing it, they, too, begin to be somewhat chary of their
benevolence.
You ought always to be on the watch for any little jobs in the
work of the house which you can make it your business to do.
When your little brothers and sisters cry, or are troublesome, you
can surely undertake to keep them quiet, so that your mother may
not be worried by them. The washing their faces, looking after
their meals, putting on their clothes—all these things, if you have
the will, you have the power to do. But if you want to have your
own way, and fight with them, you lower yourselves in their esti-
mation, and cause your mother extra trouble. Isshe to look after
the work of the house, or to be always adjudicasing your disputes ?
You ought not to watch the meals being cooked in the house
with no other object than to find ont how soon they will be done,
and when you will get them. If the dog, or the cat, or any other
animal that may be a family pet—if they lie waiting till dinner is
ready, in the hope of filling their stomachs, it is no great matter.
But you ought to be taking note of everything that is done—
how the sezsoning is prepared and fried, how much salt they put
into the different dishes. If you watch the preparation of each
meal carefully, I am sure that before very long you will learn how
to cook yourselves, and then you will have acquired an art which
of all arts in the world is most indispensable.

! Itis by no mesns an uncommeon oceurrence, armong the poorer classes at
all evonts, for women to bo robbed of their ornaments while they are asleep,

In the hot nights they sleep on the flat roofs of the houses or in their court-
yords under the sky,
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Besides the ordinary articles of diet, you (:;-gh.t to ;fa::ah;;:ﬁ:
i In entertaining cha
re some dishes of ceremony. ing
ftreila:aalways desirable to have a few extra de‘llcacles. Kabf:ibs;,
pulé-os, swectened rice, zarda, matanjan, chutl;ws, p:;servea', i‘}1:;:.3 ;
1. i t to learn the recelp
them tasty dishes, and you ough . .
B::a: 11;; o; I1?hem.y And there are Bome dlshes. Whlc!'l are r.mt; :f
Z sui;ptuous character, and yet to cook them nicely is a thing to
f, such as fish and karelas. . .
bBSP::;lngis not so very hard to learn, but cutting out requires

' some ingenuity. Put your heart into it, and learn how it is done.

You cannot get on without it, and especially t'r;le cutt:;gt :%tm?:
ug
'y clothes. 1 have seen many a woman, who O .
:1‘::::: ;:‘a:er carrying her draperies about to t()lﬂ;er wot;:en,t l?ﬂti::Z
oy wi t for her ; and for such a tr
hope that they will cut them ou ' o e s
i lot of coaxing and wheedling.
matter as this she has to do a ) ' o
i i ther difficult. You shou
'a clothes, the jacket is certainly ra '
1:;1::]?10 plan of cutting out your brothers’ jackets. {&fter you have
done three or four you will soon get into the way O.f it thev know
Although girls are too shy to speak of such .thlt.lgs, dey pmow
well enough in their hearts that the days of t.h'elr gn‘lhoq wi ; :
last much longer. Some time or other they will betllrw.ll'ruad.W ki:d
i i ill have to live an entirely ne
after being martied, they w1 new kind
ther, and ker mother hiving,
of life, such as youm see your mothet, ' : ,
: f the family. The time o
11 our aunt and all the ladies o Th ‘
l‘:idzz}{rood is short, and, indeed, the gre.ater part of it is all?enbt l:l’.l
our infancy. A new life, like & hill which you have to ¢ lm.t:. is
zoming nearer and neater, and it is full of all kinds of perplexities
ang::al;ou must bear in mind that you are not lg(;lirls o: n}g
, i fter marriage, you should meet wi
abnormal creation, so that, a moet Wit
‘ to all the married girls in
ional good luck. What happens to & :
:ﬁ:ﬁlﬁt«iﬁ happen to you. Well, then, just cfmlllsxder w_ha.: hs:i:
ife it i i t degree of honour 18
t is which women lead. Wha
z{{tle::en;arriage? What kind of respect do men pay to t;h:;n, ;1::1
in what sort of ways do they try tg ple:fse th?;nhiap;gsn:ha ::hem
AR o
ges of special individuals. ometime .
iiil :zaexcess Ef affection, and the wife gains the mastery over the

/
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husband ; i
b v:i?gs,az:: w.izer’e there is an extraordinary want of affection
o mles s I01'1 ¥ is completely thrown sside. 'These are excep-
s é::, e. h]3]utlook at the general custom, and the common
D oo w clv e country. According to that standard, T for
my bart see otlvla ue ‘set upon women. ‘ Wanting in intellect,’
e, alw: rEl itle. }quan’s obstinacy,’” * woman’s ways,’ a,re
phrases a ¥8 on men’s lips. There is a passage in the Qur-4
mning the wiles of women : ¢ Verddy, as to your deceit, it z'I;

eppalling.’ Men take it for
trustworthy, as in the line :0 grented that the female sex is not

‘ .
/ Horse, Lady, or Sword—fit to be trusted, who lisa seen ¥

One poet has even fou
nd an excuse for maligni i
etymology of the word which means womaua' wgning them in the

v ‘:It'ull of her actions were kind and discreet,
er name wounld be ** Beat not"”—it would not be * Beat,” "

i]rlmghesltiaf thm:gs are written in books. Look into the conduct of
v i}; m:;’te ey;ond ?he mere drudgery of housekeeping, is any
or e thy conealted o seond 1o o iy o o
B ey oo o reor or advice in any really impor-
and consideration is :how:: b:lll?: tv?::n;he;;::lleaﬁmatest ‘l'esPe"-"t
a.s..ked of them, this is the styla : ‘ Eh, mj; dear ! wiaiu\itw::baim
, :\;1111 l:ta ,wanted for cooking to-day ' ‘Do you wish me E(‘: des
e girl's new .shoes with a figured pattern or a border ¥ ?;Veli
{:1;1 have Manikchundi betel or jahdz{? ‘Do you prefr;r B l i
8000, OF Aménat Khén’s ¥ ‘Is the quilt to hav ot
edging or of antimony colour ¥ I ask any woman ioatfilllrple
gl-:;t};arl,i;)ey:.nd this, men have ever taken her advice in imp’;f
dicrettizon.em ions, or have left any important business to her
If this be the case, women i i
isuch conditions ever strike youO:sII:l:il:g, jgsztill.(i):c:ome?ledDunder
never lament over your insignificance and want of re?;c;nsibi(ljiz;? 1?1

1 .
The Persian word for ‘woman' is ‘zan,” which word is alse the im
e im-

perative form of th ' ' s
 beat not. e verh ‘zadan,’ to beat. The prohibitive form is * mazen,'
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Do not your souls long for & higher kind of esteer in the eyes of
men ? It is you yourselves who have allowed your authority to
slip out of your own hands. It is your fault that you are 80 fallen
in the estimation of the world. Xf the capacity for business were
in you, how long would it be before men recognised it 2 1f you
were competent to give advice, where is the man who would not
respect it 2 Here lies the difficulty. You women consider it an
adequate endowment for the duties of life if you are just able to
cook chapatties and dal, and to mend torn or worn clothes, Well,
your value in the world is on a par with your endowments. Ind
the condition in which you now are—notb only folly, not only
deceit and insincerity—if all the charges in the world were
hurled against you, it is not without reason ; and if every kind of
evil be imputed to you, it is not without grounds. Oh women t
you are the joy of men’s hearts, you are the source of all the
happiness in their lives, you are the delight of their eyes, you are
they who multiply men’s pleasures and beguile their pains. H
men could get help from you in great matters, if you had the
faculty of common-sense for managing great matters, why, men
would drink the very water in which they had washed your feet,
and would make you the enduring crown of their existence. Have
they any other consolers better than you, or advisers better than
you, or friends better than you ?

But if you are to acquire the capacity for dealing with great
matters, how is it to be done? You are shut up within the four
walls of the house ; you can see nobody, you can talk to nobody.
Knowledge, whether it be theoretical or practical, is transmitted
from one humen being to another. Men do acquire both kinds of
knowledge by & literary education, but even those who are llite-
rate mix with people of different conditions numbered by thou-
gands. From every ten men they hest ten new ideas.

For you there is little hope of escape from your seclusion.
Public opinion and the custom of the country have made a retired
life behind the purdah obligatory and incumbent upon women, and
in these days the observance of this institution is more rigid than

ever.
Hence, except reading and writing, there is positively no method
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by which you can develop your intellects. Indeed, if you compare
them with men, the need of education for women is even greater:
For, since men admittedly live an out-of-door life, they will pick up
the experience they want by associating with other people. Bus
you, who sit at home all day long, what will youdo? Will you
fish out a little packet of common-sense from your sewing-bag, or
fetch a napkinful of experience out of the grain-closet ? Learn
to read, and while you are seated behind the purdab you may
make a tour of the whole world, Get knowledge, and without
going outside the house you may become acquainted with what
has happened in all the ages,
X If for no other reason, for the sake of educating their children,
it behoves women to get all the culture they can. Girls are
brought up at home as a matter of course, until they are married,
and so are most boys until they are ten years old. The influence
of their mother’s character and companionship leaves its mark
upon them. The whole future life of your children, therefore, is in
your power. You may either instil into their hearts from their
earliest youth such good desires and noble ambitions that, when
they grow up, they will gain the esteem of their fellow-men, and,
spending their lives in tranquillity, will never cease to be grateful
to you; or you may so pervert their natural instincts that the
older they grow the more they will become demoralized, and
such a commencement of their life they will bemoan until its
close,

As soon as boys can speak they have the capacity for instrue-
%‘:;n. H the mothers are properly qualified, they can begin to

ucate them from that moment. While boys are waiting to be
gent to school many years of their life are practically lost, Ata
very early age boys have no inclination to go to school, and even
if they had, the maternal instincts of their mothers would rebel
against the notion of little children, not yet able to control their
own physical exigencies, being put under the iron rule of a sshool-
master. But their mothers, if they are so disposed, can teach
them a great deal during these years. And even after the boys
have begun to attend school they learn their lessons for a long time
in a half-hearted way, and days and days go by before any real
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progress is made in their studies. During the w?mle of this time
they can receive immense assistance from thel’r mothers. To
begin with, where is there anything like a .motiller s aweetness and
sympathy ? And then the mere fact of their being alwfa.ys' together
night: and day—whenever they see that a boy’s attention is roused,
in & second they can get him to recognise the shap'e of some letter,
ot they can impress on his memory some arithmetical fact, or they
can make him understand the difference between east and west.
Mothers can teach in the course of conversation what' 8 scht?ol-
master cannot teach in years of tuition ; and there is this inestim-
able advantage in a mother’s teaching—th.at, while the boy gets
every incentive to greater diligence, there is not the least chance
is being frightened. .
i él:rsfgi Iiavg dwelt only on the moral training of. the children ;
but the arrangements for their physical well-bexng—-—ev?n t.he
preservation of their lives—depend also upon th_e mot.iher 8 w.lll.
If (which God forbid !) there be anything lacking in their ca‘apaclty
for these duties, it is an evil case for the children’s very e.xrstence.
No one would be such a wretch! as to speak a word in dlsp.a.rage-
ment of maternal fondness. Vet it is quite possible that this very
fondness, if exercised without knowledge, may have the opposite
effect of what was intended, and cause harm instead of good. 1
appeal to your candour whether there are not th?usands of
mothers whe are so ignorant and silly that they attribute every
illness of their children to an evil eye, or & malignant shado?r,. or
to some seizure, or the influence of devils, and so, instead of giving
them medicine, perform all kinds of magical chanzls and exor-
cisms. What is likely to be the result of such ill-suited remedies
i oun to imagine. )
! 1;‘9(-)"*;;::0“;. The sngccessful mana.gement of a household: in
every detail depends upon a sound judgment, and the Gl.}lt",l}"a- _.
tion and correction of the judgment depends upon the a?qulsltlon
of knowledge. And now ¥ am going to tell you an amusing story,/
which will show you what kind of troubles are brought about by
& bad education. '
T Iit., * Who is such & man (bad luck to him I} who would have s word to
say ¥ eto. R



