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. A H. | 1802-1874 badi, where: his.: father ~ resided. - He . was

: ta.ther :md he camé:to-

: nently

. .'learm_ng whicl

- ciilture “éxercises  ind" also learned

. finest eXponents; of “this art in-Licknow.  He also knew Liorse-
. manship. ~The technical “knowledge - ‘of “arms was highly useful
~ to himin" his-descriptions -of battles ‘where he could utilize it

‘dexterogsly wnd With: striking effect; “Hé' was ‘a- great“lover " of
- beauty: not~ only in’ human’ beings” but also’ili animals and in'

- lotiged: *“He' had an" overwhelming" ‘sexse "of ‘self-réspect and -
,thought much " of the- prestige and’status” of his’ family,- He

" his intercourse - with ‘men: ~ He would never sec’ people unless .
“they had- made o 'previous “appointment” with* him: * Even his

* with the nobles he behaved with the's same “regurd to ‘his™ dignity.

- high avocation:as a poet-and a marsia<writer ' above every:thing
else.He, ‘permitted. o breach::of: ‘etiquette or of rules: whichi'tie - -
- had framed to- regulate hisiintercourse with his - friends, visitors

- Inid-down for- hlmself and: others, without; once: deviating from
. them. " Hé:‘had one: fashion in: which he clothed himself. His
T prmctples -and  his:-poetic- powers, -earned..for- him respeet “and -
-~ veneration: from the.greatest:in: ‘the:land.  Nawab:-Tahawwar
- - Jung of Hyderabad considered it an -honour  ‘when' he'- took ‘the
~pair. of -shoes. of: Anis snd placed them with his own hand in the

: .pmlanqum in. whlch Ams -was; - sititing. .- Anis; . apart from: his .

to learn the l:mguage in 1ts purlty from hun ThlS devotwni
to the elega.nce, of Idlom occs,slona.lly led to. attacks on. hlB want of :

- Mir Babba,r AI1 Ams was’ born in, 1217 A H or. 121() A H
Aits: “1217-1291 ot Eyzabad in one of its _quarters ca.lled Galab
A0 * brought’ up  under: the- lto‘-tern:lﬂr care: ‘of “his.

]%ucknow when-his eldest’ son, - Nafees, -had
already been born -to him.: Uns his: younger brother ‘accompanied
him. - Connections 'did - not: however ‘cease with:Fyzabad:for his
father and brothers continued. to live. there: It was .only. later
that, the: famdy mwrated to: Lucknow and settled there perma—

Anis was-not b

: h o poctu, career, He .
dread " the " preh-‘ '
¢ ‘was fond of physical
uise - of “arms: from - Mir
n, Mir ‘Amif Ali, who were regarded ag the

learnt-Sadra from Mufti Mohori .
niiniry conrse withi Moulvi Haider Ali

Kuzim” Ali and lils

nitdre. “*Anis was very ‘proud ‘of * thé famlly to which" he  bé-

paid “a “great: “regird “to the proprieties and: was'very formal in

intimates cuuld” not coma to” him unannou.nced “In-his dealmgs

The same treatment was extended to the kings. " He would not
go-unless Wajid' Ali: Shah sent: a - special - messenger “to request’ -
him/ to récite: in the: assembly ~He ranked his-noble ‘birth-and. .

ond admirers; - He! held fast steadfustly. to' the. rules thathe

ndependence, \led a 11Ee of contentment a.nd never hankered'

) Poet,r_v of Anis
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after “Fiches. “He never . ade G request o wrote. p‘megyrlcs in

the hope of gettmg rewards. < As ‘a reciter of elegles he got
hmdbome presents trom the- nobles. of Lucknow .

Llewy leapt.mto stidden- popularlty ‘when the Nawabs of
The  veasen for. Oudh-became  Shias. “The period ' of donven-
the popuiarity of tional mourning - ‘was’ extended from ten days’
the marsia.  to forty days. The nobles und - wealthy men

of Lucknow - especmn y - those -of Shia persuasion patronised this
kind: of composition for its sanctity and devotion. The court of .-~

Lucknow: would: temporarily ‘suspend -its' guieties and revelries

‘guring: the sacred month. of : Moharrum., Specml meutmgs would.

be eonvened wat various places ‘where marsiag were ‘chanted and'

- people wept copiously and * mourned - ‘deeply. the''sid death of . -
. the’martyrs, Hasan and Hugsnin: - -The Nuwabs and nobles would - -

torego’ their- pleasurcs and “abstain’ from;:every kind' of “enjoy-
ment - Such: ‘mourning - and-sorrow for a month was deemed by

" them a sufficient - expiation for the sing of ' the whole “year: ' The

Nawabs “even. composed - marsias, - soz,’ silasins  and iubais‘all be-
wailing the' death-of: the Prince of Martyrs. Wajid Al Shah
called .l.ndrl_le'zrd Anls a.nd Ddbll‘ and (xlm/mddm Haldar Leard

. Da.blr

: Ams d1d not lea.ve Lucknow untll aftel the annexmtmn a:)fj '
The journeys of ‘Oudh.  "He, did not like to move thmkmg that -

“Anis to Patna and- . his: art. .would not be truly appreciated.ou ;
- Hyderabad. Y- app outsidé

. . Lucknow. Circumstandes: compelled him to, visit -
outside. plaees In 1859 A.. D he. went: to-Azimabad: (Patna)-
and in: 1860:A: D:: he- ag(un ‘werit - there.: :He "also halted at -
Benares on. bis retursi, after the second journey. - He: visited

‘Hy&erab.md in. 1871 A..D. and stopped: at. Allahabad while com-. e
- ing back. At all these- :places’ he recited -his marsias to thousands
of people.in spacious; halls - which : were - packed -to - overflowing.

‘Whenever Anis ~used -to recitein- Lucknow -in :his liter: days, .
thonsands. of people would uc,llcct trom the smroundmg placca '

. to hear him. .-

Anie died ot.fevel ot Lucknow in 1291 A H (187 4 A D) 7

'and lies burled in’his own house

Ams was @ born poet: and had recewed poetly in. 1nher1ta,nc<, -
. No._ house could . present: such a: long line of

e 1IIust110us poots and it waa. mtm.d .and: befit=
ting that Anis prided himself on his distinguished ancestry:. He,
lisped-in mumbcrs and wrote - verses :when. he was. at’ Fyzabad. '

At first he adopted the pseudonymn of Hazin pubnbly owhig. to

E tbe intimacy of Mir Zahk with" Ali. Hazin . the famous - Persian :
':‘.When Anis_ éame - to: Lucknow. he changed it for: Anigat, ©
desire of.old Nusikh to . whom: Khalig.: had -brought.- him €0 .~ . |
Thls tuk/m?lus i sa.xd to be o glft &'om Nas1kh who predlct- o
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ed a brlght ‘md a hopeful tuture “for °
ing gha,za.ls but e wa carly initiated into the con
. hig had " dmtmgmshed‘ '
is. own lifetime;” Khaliq saw  bis son famous and. rJ.dHlll'Ld

7W1th the retirement, and. death 'of Khilig * anid: Zamiy, the  field 7' |

was . left. open to Dabir and, Ams Both took to' marsias w1th-:-
enthusmsm and. wrote coplously IS

: Ams has ertten m.tny thousands ot eleglcs, odus, qua.tmms
Hls ’works !

250 000 dvstu,hs Hls publlshcd poems extend “to “five ‘volumes:
dnd the‘ rest s pr(,scrve_d in his family. - He has left -a diwin

containing an 'ztory ghd&al Be used to recite-in -a - very. pleas-
ing “eh “which he perfceted: by constint, practice.
bet iis. fertility: he was: very.: elegant

tl 01" poet' ch as IMﬁﬁlm.fﬁ

hterature Asn poet he stands in the for cinost” rank’ and. tliere:
¢r_e; not,' wanting .mén. and. ciitics ‘who. Fegard him as th
of Urdu poets. He is. v(mou.sly termed the * Indian. Shakesp
the God of : Urdun literature .- the ¢ Homer , “the Virgil

¢ Va,lm1k ! -of Urdu poctj Ve llus i8 the very ecstacy of c

Ams rendercd 4 great-service to Urdu ngu.lge.‘ He poI' h-':_

' His servics to the cd and réfined " the: language and his composf

langu
i Urd

om. - 1gance and froshness of diction. - He Wi
care ul a.bout the punty of: Tis " idioins* and: H¢ - ‘plumed*

_on. this as a distinctive: tmtm cof  his wutmgs -Hig vocabula,ry F
wis vast and he ‘used. ‘words” gracetally and dp;ly He'added

many new ones to. the stock of Urdu words and - firmly fixed theé:

usc_of. the. old:  In tlic beginning he- (,mployed qld; ‘obsolete -

words which Le abmdnned aghe. gained” expericrice: an ‘practice.
“The Urdu of " Anis is regarded as most authoritative: both - in~
Lucknow and: Delbi.  His family was. regazdcd a8 'the tustodian
-of ‘the put
: 'ldlom in accord:
way - di “from- that of thé people of L
“und"} ].I‘-Khdllq miaintained’ their connections

ce with tho practme of his family i ina particular

“Mir Hasan -

€ Uldu

regz deé : Theré_ wa

um “wete, registered ‘and cir-
o tl_x_ls »ﬂm_

!11;;; Ams begun with

and gitag. The. whole of his™ work is not -
published: but it is- ‘computed ‘to-contain over:

Mu' :Anis i§. one of thé. most: rumrk I.b]b ﬁ;,urc,su}Uldu""

o' and “to . tions arc. 1cnm1kablc for - theii sweetness, ele-

Urdu " idiom. " He ‘Llways said.“that “he- used:the. .

HAT , Wlth ‘the" fa,zmly- .
ahu* Begum mother of?Asatndd.mIah, “whose tamﬂy Was[

/ hahq f"‘:g He’ sed’ to adnse lns puplla to go‘ ;'an
Janguige: ‘there.

: HIS‘ position in’ Urdu‘hteraturefm unlque
plc?"ele et to. Urdu lit

- is'p rtmy.tl of 'human’e
He strxkes & new note in Urdu poef.ry

.Hls C landseape moods fhese deécriptl
- palntibg. . 7 deng bug g ays - sube d1‘
- theme “They. are ‘However. g

ol the poems ‘withéut any" hirm. - ‘The dawn’ ‘of
- the' close " of /tlie” evemng, ‘the "risin :

night; the blowing. “of ' the, “zephiyr.”
The: gradual disappearance of stars;

nrm.l‘).tlmD ot da.rkness the bloomm

: i, : ;
- are all: pamte:i reahstmally
the rising’ of the mist,

and in hig ‘interpreting hem in. his verses.
Feeli £ rOW., :

atmg the subtlet:es ‘und
.to_ man. in her various.
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- vignetbes of perfect bea.uty and ean' ~be -'detached from the_ : ody :
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s ‘The continuity of description is. also remarkable. ‘Anis may
not have been’ an altogether’ trustworthy " historian -for: he”has
" woven,certain incidents in bis verses which' never took place

except in<his own imagination,: but - their ifanciful existence’ has

been- perpetuated: by: later: writers who .continue to celebrate them

in their marsias.: Mir: Anis.is: notIree .from solecism:- » Maulvi -

. Abdal Ghaffor Khan Nussakh published a- brochure in “which h¢

poinited out the prosodical errors and other mistakes of Mir Anis
and Dabir. - Their apologists retalisted and.-published - pamphlets

in’ which they justified their heroés . on every point.- The: truth -

“lies 'midway:: 1t is-true that the matsias: of:Anis and Dabir were

ot published: in their original and: correct. form and that - interpo-

Jators made emendations: . Allowance must also -be:made, for the
" archaie: words ‘sometimes:: employed: but it must be‘conceded: that

 the quality of all the matsjas. is:not: even: and - that.: some - verses .

fall - short: of . that: stanidaid; of -excellence for: which the names of

Anis and’Dabir:are o -justly famous::: : that
poets who wrote lacs of verses:are; s.q‘metxm‘es‘;founda nodding: - -

- Mir Anis is singularly happy in his: similes, mctaphors. and

“_'?f'.‘,’,"“_" - ... senseless extravagances and. stupid -byperbole
which: was the craze of the Lucknow school amongst which he lived
and. wrote and although he does.not .wholly cscape. the influence

yet: he uses the figures. (of. speech - 80 judiciously, that they are -

subordinated to:the main theme and help, to heigliten the “beauty
of ‘the . verse. . His. similes. arc :beautiful; noble and easy  to
“comprehend.. He is. particularly . happy in_using . them with
“gharming effect, Great. things ~are,_never..compared. with small,

The sjmiles are never trite and commonplace, . He never. allows

_his ‘metaphors and other figures “of specch to. dominate him.
His style is simple “or gorgeous * as.ioccasion demands,: but. it is

" always eloquent and-graphic:: ‘The flow of language is wonderful.
' y the. foree and ﬁowiinf-.-}angu:}gn; ,

His: verses, are.characterized
“el e "ot idiction#iand: ppurit;
“and vigour are;admirably blended: "oHis verses hay
andpolished, ‘and easy ‘to:understand: althougli -the sin
. often-hides subtleties: justias a:limpid-river:-deceives the unwary

f . idiom,

floguence,. ‘melody

S

about-its depth by: ita:cléar: iwaters. :Hisstyle. is -not; uneven. - -

‘He was afacile and:a: gkilful writer - who: could .describe. the .gime

subject in various ways.with:a freshness, alluring and attractive, .

- Anis occupies ¥ very ‘liigh “place: ‘amongit - the” bé,at.; :mﬁst’ei"s

His position. "~

~ made a noble use of 1

:No ‘wonder  that thesc

_figures... of speech. He does not indulge in,

‘arechastes sincere
implicity,

of - Urdu™ Literature. He ‘sounded - aonoteof =
real.and genuine poetry amidst the artifici- -

 ality and conventionality : of. Lizeknow school. * He. Heralds  the
newWage d” i ¢ Y ' ;PErfeth'

d Hali:
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. ing readers who find a welcome escape from the perfumed stmos- -
p__he‘x__'e_? "_qff: conventional love' 80 plentiful in Urdu literatiire.” :Th'(aj;"- :
find glimipses of trie ‘and " genuine ‘poetry full”of real fire' and
P?,thb_s.'—; “The repiitation‘of ‘Anis éven in - his-lifetime " stood Very'
high in Lucknow and Delhi- snd-is stillunchallenged” and wnim- . -

- perilled: 'His fame is continuously ofi the'increasé and will in:
‘crease with the advancement of Urdu literature and he will conge -
into his own’ when Urdu literature is properly appreciated. <@ -

#urnamed *Dabir ‘wag 'born 4t

H. 1803 'A. D. " His faher .
lam: Huseain, -~ There.is: 'a. -

ssion . regarding the - niobility

. Mirms Salamat_Alipoeticall
_Dable  1218-1392 - Delhiin 1218 A’ -] _
A: H. [ 1808-1875  was one Mirza . Glulam Huseain:
D" pood deal of d g v
of his ancestore and attemp ve been ‘made” to show “thit he
. came of a noble stock and 'his “ancestors weré well connecied
- und highly distinguished, It mmust’however be stated ‘that hi
family  was. respectable and ' ‘commanded some influence”in
bygone days. . His father forsook Delhi on its devastation for
‘Lucknow where he married and’ settled. He' repaired ‘o Delhi
again when quiet was restored. Dabir, “however 'came, with'his
father to Lucknow when heé was seven ‘years of ige and' was educated’
-.thoroughly. " He evinced keon" enthusiasm’ for “scholarship and

the discussions he held with  learned’ men’ sharpened his “intelli.

genice and wit.. Poetry ‘and especially the marsia” exercised o
 fogcination for him and he became a -pupil of ‘Zamir," the great
rival and contemporary of Khaliq. . He however outstrippediother
pl?l_pl:ls_‘ by “the quicknéss- of “his" intelligénice and attuined: a "'pro-’-
ficlency which- earned ‘great “priise” from -his-teacher and tther:
poets. - He was ranked as ‘a gréat miarsia writer'and s mentioned

by ‘Sarur in"his - Fisanai ‘ djash- dlong with "'?','i:'lléimeix_’xdrablé'-‘ marsia

writers of that age. - His fame:advanced rapidly ‘and - hie  had ‘the -

privilege and the Honour to fecite his"compositions: befo

1d 118 T .:BQ.'éﬁ.bjéét,::-()f; a’‘marsia’ ‘which, “he recitid in .
‘ the‘-‘ass'e_mbl'y ‘of "Nawab 1ftakharuddanlah. -- In the -“eh’_ ho;vev::l:

they “were réconciled .and”all misunderstandings' were cleated,

‘Others to speak ill of him." - Dabirwas alreidy: famons -
niie < 'camie- frory. Fyzabad. .The’ poetical® contests ‘and
with - 'Mir~ Anis resulted “in’ sharpening ‘of poetical
h the - bousida: ‘of

Insha::

[

- Dabir was always® “respectful towards - his' Ustad. and never -

(Both




