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- CHARACTERS OF THE MARSIVA

The following list contains (in more or less chromological order) the
names of all the characters mentioned in this margiya.

a, Husain's side

Rashim Great grandfather of MUHAMMAD, The family
of the Prophet is often referred to as
hashimi (Hashimite)

Hamza Paternal uncle of MUFAMMAD.,
Mu@ammad The Prophet of Islam.

Ja'far A cousin of MUHAMMAD, He was killed at the
‘ © battle of Khalbar (629 A,D.}. He bore the
- standard of the Prophet's army. When he lost.
' his arms in battle, God replaced them with
jewelled wings. Hence he is referred to as
Ja'far Tayyar 'the winged Ja‘'far!,

'AlX MUHAMMAD'S cousin and, later, son-in-law.
Father of HASAN and HUDAIK Acecording to
Shi'as, the fipst Imam,

Fapima Daughter of MUHAMMAD; wife of 'All; mother
of HASAN and PUSAIN. Frequently referred to
as Yahra 'puret. '

TAgid Paternal uncle of HUSAIN,

ﬁuslim Son of 'Aqil; Husain's cousmn' killed at
Kufa by Ibn Zlyad.

Hasan Elder son of *All and Fatima.

Husain Younger scn of 'A13 and Fatima.

Bano (Shahr Bano) Daughter_of-a Persian king; wife of Husain.

Zainab Flder sister of Husain,

U vl Banin Mother of 'Abbas.,

'Abbas ‘ Younger‘half-brother of Husain; elected

standard bearer of Husain's army; went to
"~ the Buphrates to fill the water skins.

'Al11 Akbar 18 year old son of Husain.
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Qasin

'Abhdullah

'Aun and Muhammad

Kulgim

Fatima Kubra
Fagima Sughra

Sakina

Hur

Yazid

"Ubaidullah Ibn Ziyad

‘ﬁmar ibn Sa'd
Hurmila ibn Kahil
A'var Salami
Az?aq |

Sinan ibn Ins

Hind
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6 year old son of Husain.
Eldest son of Hasan (13 years old).

Traditionallg said to have been married at
Karbala to Fatima Kubra (see below).

Toung son of Hasan.

Young son's of Zainab; grandsons of Ja'far
and 'A31, Both killed in battle.

Toung sister of Husain
Young daughters of Husain

L year old daughter of Husain,

be Yazld's side.

A brave soldier of Yazid's army who crossed
the lines and joined Husain,

Son of Mu'aviya (gevernor of Syriam), belonging
to the Ummayad tribe. Succesded his father,
"tyramized’ Iraq and challenged Husain at

K&r bala &

Governor of Kifa (Irag); struck the decapitated
head of Husain with a cane.

A general of Yazid's army.
An archer of Yazld's army.
A soldier of Yazld's army.
A famous Syrian wrestler,

A gpoldier of Yazid's army,

Yagidls wife.
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The main characters of the parsiys are given a number of epithets
(speciel adjectives or desoriptive phrases) which identify them. The most
common ares

Muhammad nobi {Prophet), psyyembsr (messenger),
resul-e xwda, resulwllsh (the Prophet of God),
rysalot=pensh {the refuge of the prophethoed),
xoyr wl baler (the best of men), xoyr wl vere 7
(the best of creation), mwstofa (the chosen one).

'A1% s3ad wllah (the lion of God), hoydsr (liom),
| omir, jenst-s emir (the lord), sbi twrab (the
dusty cne), {gh-e mordan (the king of men),
awlkylkwia (solver of difficulties), mwrteza

{the chosen one).

Féjina | gohre (pure), betul (handmaiden), byni-e resul
(dsughter of the Prophet), xsyr wn nysa {the best
of women}. | _

Husain Sah, Seh, Sshonfah (King), $eh-e din, §ghre zomen,

fah-e hylaz (king of the faith, the world, Hejas),

sorvar-e 6o glem, sarver-e kownayn (ieadar-' of
the two worlds), Sohid~e kerbole, mwsafyr—e
korbola, mazlum-s kerbols (the martyr, traveller,

affiicted one of Karbala), sybt-s rosul (the

grandson of ‘the Prophet), ynb-e sli, ybn-e ;f'a.tyé_&,d
(son of Ali, Fatima), server, Jenab, hezrst (1leader -
(leader, master), ymanm (the Imam), $ebhir (a

pet name given to Hussin by Muhammad), seyyed
(Sayyid - descendent of the Prophet), and meny
variations on these titles.

tAlY Akbar : hem{gkl~e nobi, {shih-e rosul (the image of the
Prophet, whom he resemblsd ia looks), mwezzyn
(the caller to prayer).

Zainak bynt-e sli (the daughter of 'AlY), xyshor-e ymam
' (the sister of the Imam), hom{ir—e fah {the king's
true sister). '
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There are many other particular epithets as well as a number of genersl
ones such as xwS-xysal (of fins temperement), gwlmezar {rosy cheeked), swrx-ru
(red~faced, honourable), stc. to describe Husain's men; Yazid's party on the
other hend is usually zalym {tyrennical), siyah-ruh (black hearted),

Beng-dyl {stony hearted), ete. Husain's horse (gahvar} has epithets denoting

speed and swiftness and his swora.(gylfiqér) dencting sharpness, brightness

and flashing. An extremely common comperison which occurs over and over again
is that of Husain to a bridegroom about to be united with his mystiecal

beloved in heaven. His clothes are perfumed like that of a bridegroom; he
wears a wedding garlend made from the flowers of death; he leaps into the
battle 1like a bridegroom lesping unto his bride, unsheathing his sword, which
is as loath to leave its scabbard as a bride her newly wedded Husband.

Such references are so common and 30 blatant that it has been suggested that
AnTg (perhaps subconsciously) connected the bridegroom's sexual prowess with
Husain's daring exploits in battle. Mystieal comparisons of the lover or hero
being unitted with his beloved to the union of the soul with God are very
freguent in all Urdu postry, but the directness of some of Anis' remarks in s
highly religious context are a little surprising and often found smusing by all

but the most fervent devotess.

A ugeful and fairly traditional account of the events leading up to
Karbala and the aftermath of the battle can be found in Ameer Ali: Spirit
of Islam, Chapter VIII, 'The Political Divisions and Schizms of Islam®.

The facts highlighted by Ameer Ali are largely those given prominence by the
marsiye writers.




