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rang hai dil ka mire
by Faiz Ahmad ‘Faiz’ (1911-1984)

[from Dast-e tah-e sang (1965), p. 365 in Nuskhah 'ha-e vafa)

basic meter (with variations!): =-==/--==/--==/.-.=
(1) chiz thing (£}
(2) asmafi sky (m.}
hadd limit, boundary (f.)
nagar sight (f.)
rah-guzar road (m.)
shishah glass (m.)
mal wine (f.)
3 falak heavens, sky (m.)
4) “khiln-e jigar hone tak”-- a reference to this shir of Ghalib’s:

ashiqi sabr-talab aur tamannd betdb

dil ka kya rang kartifi khiin-e jigar hone tak

lover-ship is endurance-demanding and longing restless

what color/mood shall I make of my heart, until it turns into blood of/for the liver

khiin blood (m.)
jigar liver (m.)
(5) champa’t white, pale (color of the champa flower)
rahat comfort (£}
didar sight, vision (m.)
(6} surma’t surmah-like, sooty
sa‘at (small) interval of time (m.)
bezar alienated, full of distaste
(7) . zard vellow
patta leaf (m.)
khas grass {m.)
khar thorn {m.)
&) surkh red
phiil flower (m.)
dahakna to blaze
gulzar garden (m.)
(%) zahr poison, venom {m.)
lahli blood (m.)
shab night (f.)
tar dark, black
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(1D bhigna to become wet

daman garment-hem (m.)
dukhna to be painful
rag vein (£}
(12) lahzah moment (m.)
badalna to change
a'Tnah mirror {m.)
(13) thahma to pause, halt
rut season (f.)
shai substance (m.)

(1) tum nah @’e the to har chiz vahi thi kih jo hai
(2) asmail hadd-e nazar, rah guzar rih guzar, shishah-e mai shishah-e mai
(3) aur ab shishah-e mai, rah guzar, rang-e falak
(4) rang hai dil ka mire, “khiin-e jigar hone tak™
(5) champa’l rang kabhi rahat-e didar ka rang
(6) surma’ rang kih hai sa‘at-e bezir ki rang

(7) zard pattofi k&, khas o khar ka rang

(8) surkh phulofi ka dahakte hive gulzar ka rang
(9) zahr k3 rang, lahii rang, shab-e tar ka rang
(10) asmft, rah guzar, shishah-e mai

(11) ko't bhiga h'a daman, ko’T dukhti hit'i rag
(12) ko1 har lahzah badaltd hi’d #°Tnah hai

(13) ab jo @e ho to thahro kih ko’i rang, koI rut, ko’ shai

(14) ek jagah par thahre,

(15) phir se ik bar har ik chiz vahi ho kih jo hai

(16) asmafi hadd-e nagar, rah guzar rah guzar, shishah-e mai shishah-e mai
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