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I t is not unusual for stories that appear in Vedic literature to be enhanced 
and reinterpreted in later texts, especially in the Epics and the Pur2gas.l 
Very often, the augmented versions of such tales function as vehicles for 

propagating new beliefs, but the incorporation of additions is also a way for 
later commentators to m'ake sense of statements made in earlier texts from 
within a worldview unlike their own. The present article will trace the trans 
formation of what is usually referred to as the Indian flood myth. We will fol- 
low the story through three texts that are representative of successive periods 
in the development of ideas in Sanskrit literature. Our first text is a B A -  
mwa, a composition from the Vedic period and, therefore, part of what 
Post-Vedic tradition calls jmtz ("what is heard"). The remaining two texts- 
one of the Epics and an early m a - c o m e  from the post-Vedic period? 
and belong in the traditional category of smi ('tvhat is remembered). I will 
also refer to other, later Purwas, especially the Bhczgavata. 

In the &path Brdhmav (ca. 7th4th c. BCE) we find the earliest extant 
Sanskrit version of the Indian flood myth.4 Like its counterpart in the Bible, 
the story involves the rescue of a man from a devastating flood. However, in 
the Brahmana text the rescuer is a fish, a matsya. The story is short and 
straightforward. Manu, who since the earliest Vedic text, the Pg Veda, was 
considered the ancestor of humans and the first one to perform the Vedic 
ritual sacrifice, is one day washing himself with water that had been brought 
to him. Suddenly, a fish comes into his hands and pleads with him for help. 
The fish asks Manu for protection from larger fish that might devour him, 
and requests to be kept in Manu's care while it grows to a larger size. In 
exchange, he offers to save Manu. Puzzled, Manu asks what he needs to be 
saved from, and the fish announces a future flood in which all creatures 
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