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INTRODUCTION.

I
The present volime covers
-gixteen months;
although nons ig s
that from Decemb
1754, which separa

a period of
with some material gaps, -
0 extensive or regrettable as
er 8,-1753, to September 8,
tes the last volume from this,
due, I presume, to the disappearance of one
entire volume of the original diary. Tn thaj
interval much had occurred, At Trichinopoly,
which ¢ontinued to be the main theatre of the
Anglo-French struggle, the Froneh had come
Within an ace of success by a boldly planned
‘escalade, when the commandant, Killpatriék,
lay sick, and the command had devolved on
Lieutenant Harrison, who one night wag
suddenly alarmed- by hearing the Grenadiers’

march being beaten within his garrison and

- sustained musketry-firg along the walls. The
French had

succeeded ‘in Penetrating the

enceinte, but by mischance their scaling-
1adders were broken and large number were
- peaned up in a narrow Space between the first
and second walls, where they were obliged to
surrender, - :
This failure was the last attempt to take
Trichinopoly by assault, although the block-
ade, by joint French and Mysorean forces,

B -
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confinued until a truce was concluded in
October, and in the course of February, 1754,
an important English convoy was surprised
and destroyed. The other incident of moment
in the Carnatic was the conference of French
and English deputies at Sadras in January.
At this meeting Dupleix put forward his
claims to the government of India south of
the Kistna, while the English asserted their
right to a position of equality with the French.
Neither would. give way and the conference
separated, as Dupleix had foreseen, and as he
actually desired. His object indeed was not

to make peace, but to put the FEnglish in the

wrong. - S : o
- Meanwhile in the Deccan, Bussy had con-
tinued to direct the forces of Salabat J ang. He

had secured more than one of those singular
victories which had resulted in the surrender

of territory by the conqueror to the conquered ;
and had obtained as a material guarantee for
the payment of his troops grants of the Circars
lying north of Masulipatam, already a French
possession. During most of the year 1754, the
French were principally engaged in expelling
the Marathas from their new territories and in

effectinig a settlement of the revenues. Bussy: -

is stated to have settled with- the renters and
zamindars for a fotal sum of 18% lakhs of
rupees. | ' :

1
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~But these were trifles compared with the
revolution which' burst on Pondichery on
August 2, when Godeheu ‘landed with orders °
recalling Dupleix and: authorising his arrest if
he hesitated to obey. The new Governor was

accompanied by 2,000 new troops, to enforce
‘his will if need were ; but he was also directed

to bring the struggle with. the English to a
close and to free the French- Company’s trade
from the encumbrances of war.. = - o

‘These orders were the outcome, partly of
Dupleix* failure fo redeem his promises of

_peace and prosperity, partly of the great

Frenchman’s astonishing neglect to explain
what his policy really was, and partly of the
remonstrances of the English. In 1752 Dupleix
had written to Saunders a letter of prodigious
length emphasising and defending his claims.

- He had also sent copies home to Paris, with a

suggestion that one might be sent on to tho
English directors. This was done, but never

- ‘were expectations more disappointed. The
- directors addressed the ministry ; the English

ambassador was desired to seek explanations ;
he obtained a disavowal of Dupleix’ conduct ;
and three months later the French ambassador _
at the-Court of St. James’s was directed to
give Newcastle private --assurances that
Dupleix would be recalled. The story was

long believed:that when the French minister
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agreed to this,

Thomas Saunders, the Eno*hsh Governor of

_-Ma,dras should also be summoned home—a

condition which the English were alleged to
have left unfulfilled. M. Cultru disposed .0f
this story so far as Saunders was concerned,
but believed that the English did not apply for
the recall of Dupleix.

that nothing remained on the French. record.
Ranga Pillai’s references to Saunders’ continu-
ance on the coast in the present volume sup-
port the view that the story of his supposed
recall was not-current at the time in Pondi-
chery. It probably originated in Parisian
gossip to which the various defences of Duplelx
gave currency.

The present volume thus opens with a new
Governor, Godeheu, at that great Gouvernement
which Dupleix had built for his own maum
ficence, but had scareely occupied two years ;
- and a Governor who was charged with the duty

- of reversing the policy of Dupleix, which for .
all its possibilities had obtained little beyond -

private fortunes coupled with public disasters.
The subject-matter of the Diary, from Septem-
ber 1754, to December, 1755, falls ‘therefore
under three well-defined heads —the winding-
up of the policy of adventure ;. the inaugu-

ration of a new policy by Godeheu ;_and-itsr

.hé inéde 1{3 a condltlon that

As is seen. from the
foregoing they did so apply, but unofficially, so

. the public and private purse.

’

CINTRODDOTION - -* ~ gy

effects under Leyrit who succeeded Godehei as
Governor in the month of March. To these
we may add the effects of such variations of
persons and measures wupon the personal
fortunes and position of the diarist.
| R s S L
The 1eading event, in the first of these
groups, wag of course the assumption of office
by Gtodeheu, on -August 3, and the announce-

ment of the recall of Dupleix, at that famous

meeting. of the Council at which the fallen

‘Governor greeted the reading of Godeheu’s

Commission with the cry of Vive le roi. But
this patriotic exclamation was not incompadti-
ble with the keenest displeasure at an event
for which Dupleix had little time to. prepare.
The crucial matter was finance. The great
Governor had made small difference between
Had he obtained
the success he hoped for, there would have
been enough to repay himself and still leave a
respectable balance for the Company. But the

. disasters he had encountered, and the conse-
.quent occupation of great tracts of the Qa_matm

E by the English in the name of Muhammad ’Ali,

had fatally deranged. his balances. Pipayya

~ Pillai, to whom the land revenue had been
‘rented, was in arrears.

Nandi Raja had not

fulfilled his promlsed ‘payments. Morari
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Rao was clamouring for the unpaid balance of =

his subsidies; the treasury at Pondichery was
empty. On Godeheu’s arrival Dupleix made
an attempt to secure for himself the outstand-

ing balances owed by Papayya, by claiming the
~ Carnatic revenues as'a private affair between

himself and Salabat Jang, and impudently as--
gerting that PApayya was the latter’s Receiver -

General. It is hard to imagine a - more
convincing proof of the demoralisation into
which the French Company’s service had
fallen. Godeheu rightly refused to admit the
possibility of such a thing as the private hold-
ing of great public revenues ; he imprisoned
Papayya in the hopes of extracting money
from him ; and ignored Dupleix’ allegations

But though he laid PApayya by the heels, he |

failed to extract money from him. Perhaps
Papayya had none—he had served an exacting
master with a wife who spoke Tamil as well ag

she spoke French. But all Pondichery, and

Ranga  Pillai with it, believed that the late

renter had sent to Madras and elsewhere

great sums which by a wisely severe treatment
“he might have been made to disgorge. In this
matter the diarist is a very hostile witness,
and the story which he told Leyrit at a later
time—that Papayya had four or five lakhs of

rupees—rests probably on no better evidence
than hearsay. But his criticism of Godehew’s

_INTRODUCTION - Cix

conduct—that the renter’s employées were

* released before they had been obliged to

produce accounts—stands on’ a different foot-

ing, and goes far to explain why the enquiry

was never brought to a definite conclusion.
‘While this great matter-was still pending,

~and while Dupleix himself must have been

making hurried preparations for departure,
other unsettled accounts stood little chance of

being - adjusted. Among these were the ac- -

counts apparently showing a balance due from
Ranga Pillai. Although on September 13 the

“late Governor asked him why he had not

brought them, yet he had not settled them

. when he unexpectedly went on board before

dawn on October 15. This was specially
annoying to the Courtier, because he had long
owed the Company certain sums on account of
transactions in coral and broad cloth, and had
been promised a remission of the debt.

~Annoyance at not obtaining Dupleix’ ack-

nowledgment of thisprobably added a touch
of bitterness to the moralising with which of
course the diarist relates this- noteworthy
departure. He had already recorded the belief
that Dupleix was carrying off with him the

jewels found in Niasir Jang’s treasury and

images from the temples. Now he dwells on.
the sudden downfall of his late master, and

‘the indig_nity __ of his sailing without that
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square flag at the mast-head which the Gov-
ernor of Pondichery was entitled to fly. He
recalls how Dupleix had been wont to say that
he would like to lay his bones in the city
which he had raised to =o proud though
brief an ominence. These are the  fruits of

women’s advice, of froward councils, of not -

fearing God. Ranga Pillai had indeed little
cause to praise Dupleix’ conduct. It had long
excluded him from a share in those political
transactions in which it had ever been the

custom to consult the Courtier, thus flattering
his pride and possibly filling his pocket. Yet.

when, a few months later, Dupleix’ name-

day came round, Ranga Pillai remembered

the feasts, the salutes, illuminations with
which it would have been celebrated. The
magnificence of the town had vanished with.

the great-Marquis, and its short-lived greatness

was to crumble like the belfry which Dupleix

had built and which almost crushed hls _

successor in its fall.
Thus ended that remarkable attempt to
establish French rule over the whole of South-

ern India, serving at once as a model and a

warning to the more fortunate Hnglish.  Its
radical weakness lay in the fact that the

French could not command the long sea-route -

to India, so that at the first touch of actual
war all the French schemes, intrigues, and

"INTRODUCTION : _ xi

' alliances collapsed like a house of cards. - This

was attested by the war destined to open
within less than two years after the Duc d’
Orléans had borne Dupleix away from Pondi-

chery. It was attested by the war which

followed, though Finglish sea-power was then

- strained almost to the breaking-point, for even
then the French failed to land their forces in

India till. the war was almost over. It was
attested in the most striking form by the great
war against Revolutionary France and Napo-
leon. Dupleix had indeed only secured such

~measure of success as he obtained under

conditions which prevented British men-of-
war from blockading Pondichery and cutting
off his supplies and reinforcements.

The second main defect of the policy of

"Dupleix has usually been considered to lie

in the corruption of his rule, the bribes
which he and Bussy and their subordinates
accepted,- the peculation which wreigned in
their revenue-administration. This  was
necessarily a source of great weakness. A
purer administration would undoubtedly
have permitted more regularly paid troops ;

more regularly paid troops would have .

been -better disciplined, would have fought
more bravely, would have been more victorious.

- But corruption, though a soutrce of weakness,

was not necessarily a cause of collapse. The
0

i
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English administration of Bengal from the
battle of Plassey to the arrival.of Cornwallis
cannot be called pure; the English adminis-
tration of Madras from the fall of Pondichery
to the assumption of the Carnatic was little
better than the administration of Dupleix.
The administration of the Dutch in Java, of the
Portuguese in Mozambique, of every colonising

power in the West Indies—the administration, -

in short, of every tropical dependency in the
18th century was seamed with corruption.
Tt was not then a fatal obstacle to the main-

tenance of power. I would suggest that the

gecond main defect in the position of the
French. was less their corruption than the
mutual jealousy which divided their councils
and obstructed their success. As M. Martineau

has well and truly said, “L'esprit de disci-

pline et de méthode qui, dans la paix, prépare la
force des nations, fut tout & fait étranger 4 la
plupart des conseils qui administrérent nos
dépendances.” In the ageof Dupleix andlong
after they were a,lmost 1ncapable of good team-
work.

An allusion in the present volume points
to a startling example of this fatal defect.
Madame Dupleix apparently told Godeheu
that she had often concocted letters from the
country powers and cautioned him against

others who might wuse the sa,me device.

INTRODUCTION . xiii

Madananda Pandlt the Persian munshi, admit-

‘ted that he. had in Madame’s time Dbeen.

concerned in such tricks—that “he had
done as he was told.” We do notlearn whether
these forgeries were 'designed to deceive
Dupleix or the authorities in France ; but who-

_ever it was, we are necessarily left wondering

how-a policy liable to such influences could -
possibly succeed. ' |

‘Godeheu remained at Pondichery just over
six months in . all—from the beginning of
August 1754 to the middle of February 1755.
This necessarily implied that in all matters of
‘detail the new policy which he was sent out to
inaugurate would be hastily adopted and
might need subsequent alteration,as he had had
no time to learn the interplay of the circum-
stances or the real value of the characters by
which he was surrounded. Thus Ranga Pillai
accuses him of having attached undue value
to the opinions of the only Frenchman in
Pondichery who understood - Persian. This

" was Henri Delarche, whose name constantly

oceours in Ranga Pillai’s diary. He was theson
‘of a captain in the French garrison and a
Pondichery lady of mixed blood ; and at this
time was 35 years old. He had been brought

- up in India, and was probably conversant with
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Tamil as well as Persian, which latter tongue

he had acquired when serving at the Fremch -

Basra factory. He had married an Armenian

lady, and so was in close touch with what

~went on in the Indian world. His knowledge
of languages and his supposed honesty had
recommended him to-Dupleix; but he was
more useful as an agent than as an adviser.
Ranga Pillai did not like him, and his esti-
mate of Delarche must be considered with
- caution ; but the diarist’s criticisms of his
advice to Godeheu, tinged as they are with
jealousy at the intrusion of a Furopean into
his special domain, afford a curious proof of the

extent.to which the ideas of Dupleix had pene- -

trated Pondichery. Chanda Sahib’s family,
. now headed by the late Nawab’s son Razé
" 84hib, had continued to live among the French,
even after Dupleix had made Murtazi ’All
of Vellore nawhb in succession to Chandé

Sahib ; but their dignity and state had fallen;

they were above all anxious to recover their
former consideration. There is no reason to
doubt Ranga Pillai’s hints that they bribed

Delarche in order that he might persuade the

new (tovernor to accord them the honours
which they had formerly enjoyed. The
intrigue succeeded. Razd S8hib was received

with 21 guns, and treated as though hé was

master of the Carnatic. Thus did Godeheu—

INTRODUCTION v

in the Courtier's eyes—cast away half the glory
which the French had acquired ; the new
Governor did not understand that he must
jealously maintain his state,

Ranga Pillai, however, hardly grasped the
revolution in policy which had taken place.
To Godeheu and to the French Company who
had sent him out, the pomp and dignity which
Dupleix had assumed in his character of Naib

“of the countries south of the Kistna, were mis-’

placed. Thelate Governor’s object had been to
impress Indian minds; but he had neglected
the fact that, at the same time, he was provok-
ing the English to hostility. Godeheu’s scheme
was to renounce all these external and
provocative marks of honour, and to treat thé
French Nawab as if he were a real power,
while, at the same time, he held firmly to all

' those material gains which had survived the
disasters of his predecessor—the territory still
- held round - Pondichery and the Northern

Circars. This was the policy which underlay

the negotiations with the English—the truce

concluded in October and the provisional
Treaty signed in the following December.
These relieved the French of that incessant
wartfare in which Dupleix had involved them,
while they preserved the gains which he had
acquired. What Godeheu hoped to secure was

‘peace with the English as well as retention of



_— THE DIARY OF ANANDA RANGA FILLAI

the French gr'ants. As I have shown else-
where, it was a skﬂfﬂl thoucrh uncandid

policy.

The individual ally on whom the burden

tell was not the Subahdar of the Decean, as has
nsually been said, but the unfortunate Nandi
R4ja at Trichinopoly. Godeheu's policy made
no difference to Salabat Jang at Hyderabad.
- Bussy and his contingent of French troops
remained as before to support the ruler whom
they had established. Nor did Godeheu’s
policy in the Carnatic affect the northern ruler.

Tt is true that Ranga Pillai tells us of demands
put forward by Salabat Jang to receive an
account of the Carnatic revenues. But this

was, I think, a mere device brought about by

Dupleix to lend colour to that theory of the
French financial arrangements which he had
hurriedly invented on Godeheu’s arrival.

owever much Dupleix.and (Godeheu might *

differ in general policy, neither had  the

least intention of administering the (arnatic
for the benefit of its nominal overlord. Gode-

heu's negotiations made no difference to
Salabat Jang. |

But they made much to Nandi Raja. For
nearly three years a large Mysorean army hél_.d_

lain before Trichinopoly, relying on the pro-

mises first of Mubhammad ’Al to deliver over

the city when the French had been repelled,

INTRODUCTION , xvii

and later of the French to heip them in driving |

~out the English. But neither Muhammad

*All nor the French had kept their word. The
first had refused to hand over the place when
Chand4d Sahib had been caught and killed ;

- the second had failed to make any impression

on the English defence and were now retiring
from the contest. Worse than that, the terms
which. Godeheu had made with the English
prevented Nandi R&jA from attempting to’

~continte his efforts to acquire the southern

provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly. He had

spent great sums and obtained nothing by his

French alliance.

"~ The grievances however were not all on the
one side. The diplomatic dexterity of Dupleix
had obtained an agreement from Nandi R4ja,

when the hopes of getting Trlchmopoly were

still bright and fresh, that he would pay the
expenses of the French troops before Trichino-
poly and provide the Company with 3 lakhs
of Tupees a year besides. These payments had
at first been made‘regularly. But presently it
became clear that Nandi R4js had gone to war
without counting the cost. - His treasury sank;
his payments to the French became irregular ;
in the last volume we saw his agents offering
a sealed parcel of jewels for a loan. - In short

-his allies were expensive and war could not be
conducted round Trichinopoly at a profit. In
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Godeheu’s eyes the Mysorean also figured as
an ally who had broken his word. He angrily
asked the vakil, who abounded.in promises of
regular payments, what he had given but
- words ; and declined to confinue the siege of
Trichinopolv for the benefit of an ally who
would not pay for it. Here also we find his

- plans inspired by the material interests of the

moment. : -

0f the man himself we see or hear little ;
but what Ranga Pillai does record is, time and
place duly considered, to the credit of this
astute and unimaginative personage. We find
him refusing twice the public offer of a dia-
mond ring, made first by the diurist himself

and afterwards by the Company’s merchants,

on. the well-understood convention that it
would be J;)rlvately redeemed later for a sum

of money; and when he enqalres of the,

Courtier what opportunities of gain may occur,
he is careful to explain that he wishes only to

make money respectably, as had been done by

Lenoir and Dumas, instead of imitating the
ways of Dupleix and Madame.

Iv
Grodeheu’s departure, in the middle of Feb-

ruary 1755, was followed by an interregnum
of five weeks, during which the Governor’s

powers were entrusted, not to an individual,

INTRODUCTION -

Xix

but to a commission of three ecouncillors,
headed by Barthélemy and known as the
Secret Committee, though Ranga Pillai does

. notrefer to it by that name. The interval was

more interesting in private than in public

events, as weshall see in the following section;

and at last on March 25, after one false alarm,

a-vessel flying the square flag of the Governor

of the French in India dropped anchor in the

Pondichery roads ; and Duval de Leyrit came’
ashore, and was conducted over the sands

along a path, made of cut grass with longcloth
laid-above it, to the Gouvernement in Fort

Louis.

. The new Governor was younger brother of
Duval d’Espréménil, the brother-in-law of
Dupleix and for a brief while commandant of
Madras when that place was in French hands.
The two had come out with the fairest pros-
pects—their father was in the directorate of
the Company ; but the elder had soon tired of-

~ India and gone home suddenly in 1747. The
‘younger, after being for a while the chief of

Mahé, became Directeur of Bengal in the year

“his brother went home, and now succeeded

Godeheu in the command of the French settle-

- ments.

He is best known to history as the anta-
gonist in Indis and the persecutor in France
of the unfortunate Lally. Butno one hitherto
seems to have troubled to form an exact

D
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judgment of his character. In this connection

some passagos in the present volumeé deserve

attention. Miran, for instance, gives Ranga
Pillai a lively description of 'de Leyrit. If he
just listens, and bites his handkerchief without
saying anything, he dislikes the proposal. At
other times the watchful Courtier natices how
the Governor keeps counc_illors waiting, how
“he merely listens to them without revealing
his opinions, or how he wanders round gazing
at the decorations of the Gouvernementscarcely
deigning to speak fo anyone. These .inci-
dental references, noted down on the spur of
the moment, aptly illustrate the demeanour of
this cold, silent, haughty man, whose solemnity

covered little but dullness, self-seeking and

irresolution. Those who wounded his feelings
or his pocket, found him implacable in his
resentment ; but those who knew how to
manage him found him plastic as clay. To

. the conduct of a man weak, ungracious and
ghort-sighted, famlly interest had entrusted
French affairs in Tndia. It was a great

triumph, and a great misfortune.

The nine months Whlch followed de Leyrit’s -
accession to power were not marked by any

outstanding political events. The country
remained as peaceful as could reasonably be
expected. -The disputes with the English re:
garding the administration (and revenue) of
‘certain villages claimed by both sides when

=Y
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the truce came into operation, dragged along

.. without approaching an issue either by settle-

ment or by an open breach. Another subject
of difference cropped up—the English des-
patched an expedltlon under Colonel Heron to
enforce Muhammad 'Ali’s claims in Madura
and Tinnevelly. The French declared this to
be a violation of the truce, while the English
regarded it as leO*ltlmate conduct in country

in ‘which the French had had no footing all

through the war. The discussion loft the two
parties suspiciousbut still at peace. De Leyrit
was not the man for a policy of adventure.
In this respect no doubt he resembled hisg
predecessor ; but he did not follow the same
example in the matter of private gains. He
was curious to- know who had money at
Pondichery, and how they had got if. He
learnt — from - Ranga Pillai--that no rich

Indians were-left, for they had all been suck-
~ed dry by Dupleix. Diamond rings now-a-

days ran -no-risk of refusal. Ranga Pillai

" was expected to sell at a good price a parcel of

olibanum - which the new Governor had
brought with him ; and had been pointed out

- as the person who could if he would make

de Leyrit’s fortune. So long as that impres-
sion lasted, the Cowrtier on the whole enjoyed
the Governor’s favour, though not to the
degree that he considered his due.
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These changes in men and measures had
profoundly affected, not only the course of
French policy, butalso the personal position
of the Cowrtier at Pondichery. During the
sixteen months covered by the present volume
he enjoyed a second period of official favour,
comparable to that which he had enjoyed.
until Madame Dupleix discovered there was
money in politics. But this second summer
of prosperity was grievously chequered by
untoward events which must often have ﬁlled
him with forebodmg

At first the change seemed Who]ly for the

better, The removal of Dupleix and his wife -

removed the main obstacle to Ranga Pillai’s
recovery of political influence ; and although
in the first few weeks of Godeheu's govern-
ment the Courtier held aloof, as uncertain of
the reception his advice would meet, from
about the middle of September he was taken
into full favour, and enjoyed that power and
dignity which he valued. above money. No
other Indian was allowed to wear his shoes in
the Governor's presence. The Persian munshi,
who presumed to claim a similar _privilege-,
was threatened with a beating should he pre
sume again. Ranga Pillai was consulted once
more about the views and disposition of the
country princes. He was entrusted with: the

e

- the faithful Ranga Pillai ;

INTRODUGTION wiid
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general management of Indian affairs within
the city. He began to consider how he might
recover the long-lost jaghir and killa at
Chingleput granted him by Muzaffar J ang.
Above all to him was confided the farm of the .
land revenues of the territories still dependent
on Pondichery. He was thus the firsg Hindu,
—his comments on the honours (rodeheu
accorded to Razd Sahib suggest that in his
opinion he ought to have heen the first Indian
—in Pondichery. -He seemed to have within
his grasp the certainty both of honours and ‘
of wealth.

These hopes were strengthened before Gode-
heu’s departure. On the second day of the

‘New Year, when Ranga Pillai conducted the

Gompanys principal Indian servants to pre-
sent their annual offerings to the Governor,
Godeheu publicly ordered them to make thelr
reports to and take their orders from the
‘Courtier, who at the same time received gifts
of jewels, broad-cloth and cloth-of- gold while

- a salute. of 15 guns was fired in his honour,

A little later, when Godeheu was on the

‘point of sailing for France, his promises were

repeated and amplified. He would Procure
from the King presents and titles of honour for
the office of
Courtier should be made heredltary in hig
family ; special orders should be left, signed
by Godeheu himself and all the Couneil,
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restraining Barthélemy (the Second and
interim chief) from acting to the Courtier's
prejudice and enjoining de Leyrit to continue
the management of affairs in the Cowrtier’s
hands. And all the bright hopes thus en-
gendered were made the brighter by the receipt
of letters from Duvelaer, one of the most influ-
ential directors in France. With his and
Godeheu’s support -at home, and with the
favour of the new Governor de- Leyrit, Ranga
_ P111a1 must have felt well able to defy his
enemies and believed his astrologer’s predic-
tions well on the way to fulfilment.
However before de Leyrit's arrival a circum-
stance, apparently qulte trivial in itself, gave

Ranga Pillai enormous annoyance. Among

the Company’s Indian servants was one desig-
nated the Arumpdtai, whose duties seem to
have combined those of a minor gccountant in
Pondichery itself along with the very profit-

able employment of victualling troops in the -

ficld. The present occupant of the office—
which like most others at this time was quasi:
hereditary—was Vinfiyaka Pillai. The dlarlst
declared to de Leyrit that he had made four
or five lakhs out of his employment and that
~ VipAyakan had complained to Godeheu of his
having had to give Dupleix two of them
During the interregnum between Godseheu's
departure and de Leyrit’s arrival Barthélemy

invested +his worthy with the prlvﬂege of'
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having a roundel carried over him in public
in return (as the dlamst avers) for a pres
of 10,000 rupees. ) P eﬂt
It is unlikely that the offence remded‘
n%erelly in this very usual transaction. TFhe
d;gnl'ty conferred was certainly reckoned
great ; but so was the responsibility of the.
office. The real crime (in Ranga Pillai’s yes)
was that he as Courtier had not been consult-

“ed in the matter, although the Arumpdtai

was under his orders ; and, what wag: wWorse,
he feared that VinAyakan was intriguing to

- become Courtier. Tale-bearers informed him

that a fortnight after de Leyrit's arrival,
Vm&yakan had held a cacheri and announced
his coming appointment. The tale exagger-
ated the fact; but Vindyakan was actually
presented to the Governor by Barthélemy, and
allowed to offer a nuzar and receive a dre,ss of
honour, apparently prov1ded at the reclplent’

' OWDR eXpense.

The severity of this blow was however
softened by the magnificence ‘with which
Ranga Pillai celebrated the marria&es of hig
daughters and other relatives, An elaborate,
highly decorated pandal was erected. On the
set day the diarist’s two sons were sent each
on an elephant, with rich howdahs, to bid the
Governor and his Councillors to the wedding.
They came in state, and remained from six
till .midnight, when they departed with costly |
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gifts——-the Governor with an English cut
diamond ring worth 500 pagodas, and Ranga
Pillai’s great enemy Barthélemy with one
worth 100. Yet this splendid festivity was
said to be not a hundredth part as fine as that
which attended the marriage of our diarist’s
eldest daughter. - : - L
An attempt is said to have been made
to turn this to his undoing. One of the
many who grudged Ranga Pillai his restored
influence and the revenue farm is’ related
to have poini;ed out to de Levrit that on
the former occasion Dupleix had received-a
present of 40,000 rupees; although at that time
the Company held no territory beyond the few

villages dependent on Pondichery, so ‘that the

only persons to bestow gifts on Ranga Pillai
himself had been the Company’s merchants
and the towns-people ; now that.he must have
laid all the revenue amaldirs and others under
contribution, he must have received much

more, and could easily have given the Governor -

a lakh, had he maintained the proportion of
the former ceremony. If this story was really
told to de Leyrit—and it is likely enough—it

must have lingered in his mind, even though '

it had no immediate offect.
At the moment Ranga Pillai’s position in
the Governor's favour was secured by the pro-

mises he had made. On de Leyrit’s arrival he-

had held himself in the back-ground, waiting
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to see. what attitude the Governor would
assume towards him, and no doubt reckoning
that his services would be more highly valued
if de Leyrit were left to seek them instead of:
finding them pressed upon him. De Leyrit had:
moreover heard of the Courtier. On thevoyage
down from Bengal a member of the Council,
Lenoir by name, had apparently sung Ranga
Pillai’s praises, as the person most capable of
looking after the Governor’s interests. On his
arrival other councillors, notably Boyelleau,
had confirmed the speeches of Lenoir. On the
other hand Barthélemy had pressed Vindyakan
on his attention and had probably depreciated
Ranga Pillai’s capacity for service. But
Barthélemy’s reputation did notstand high. A~
black mark had been set on him by Godeheu’s’
refusal to leave him in independent charge of
the settlement until de Leyrit’s arrival. On the
whole then the new Governor was probably
prepossessed in the Courtier's favour ; and this.

 feeling may well have been strengthened by
.Ranga Pillai’s attitude. On April 2, the

affair of Vindyakan broke down the Courtier’s
reserve. In.a curious interview he reproached
the Governor for the undeserved favours he
had shown to Barthélemy's protégé, and:
declared himself anxious to promote the Gov-
ernor’s profit “if you also will listen to mno
advice but mine.” This de Leyrit was guite

‘prepared to do—on condition that it was

E
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materidlly beneficial—and he procéeded for-

mally to recognise the diarist as Courtier.
Ranga Pillai failed to secure all the honours he
desired. He had hoped to be received with
military honours in passing the Town ‘and
Fort Gates. His friends in Council did  not
venture to recommend such a deviation from
custom ; but he was received with the same
honpurs which had been accorded him -by
Godeheu.

8o tar matters seemed shaping tolerably
“well, But Ranga Pillai was soon to find that
he had strong enemies. Delarche, for example;

succeeded in interfering in the management of
affairs with Raza Sahib ; thus trenching again

" on what had been—in the old days before the

French had become a political power—the Cour-

tier's special field of business. ' More threatening
still was the matter of the revenues. On de

Leyrit's arrival, when he assured Ranga Pillai

that he should be continued in his farm, he

had spoken warningly about the need of regular

payments. Then, when two - old amaldérs
under Piapayya Pillai refused to give in their

accounts, Ranga Pillai beat one and confined

him: Barthélemy intervened and got him
releaged. Then came up the matter of the

Buropean sureties, which requires more ex- -

planation than is to be found in the diary.
Very little is known about the brief history
of French land revenue administration in: the
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~ Carnatic. Some documents of a later date are

to be found-in the mémoires issued on behalf
of Lally and de Leyrit ; but these relate to a
subsequent and even more disordered. period -
than the present. There are a few references
to Ranga Pillai’s management in the extracts
printed by Dupleix in his Réponse & la lettre du

sieur Godehew. But the chief source of infor-

mation is provided by letters written in 1756

and 1757 by Ranga Pillai himself, copies of

which I found among the Gallois-Montbrun

papers at Pondlchery, and was permitted to

transcribe by the courtesy of their owner. I

hope to print these asappendices to the later

volumes of the Diary to Wthh they more

properly relate. :

It appears that when the land revenues
were taken from the charge of Papayya Pillai
they were separated into a number of leases,
given each fo a single person for whom 111,
habitants of Pondichery, approved by Godeheu, -
stood surety. But in January, when an 18
months’ truce with the English was proclaimed,

_ it was thouwht that a larger amount could be

secured. Ranga Pillai offered—or was, as ho
himself says, over- -persuaded to offer—-a, lakh
and a half of rupees more than the total of the
existing leases. What this total was I have
not found stated; but the leases were can-
celled, and the whole revenue management
transferred to the Courtiér for five years, He
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: to various

roceeded to sub-let the revenues o v
?armers . and it is stated in the diary ?hat*.t-l}e
great cause of Barthélemy’s énmitjt against him
was his refusal to grant him Gingee at less

than the regular rent. ‘However in several

cases he accepted Europeans as sureties for

sub-farmers whom they recommended to him. ..

They were for the most part the military com-
mandants of the distriq’os concerned. . Op the
strength of their leases from .Ranga P111a; th:ly
interfered in the administration of the an d
~ dars, made collections, vexed and ill-treated

the inhabitants, but made no remiftances €0 -

Pondichery, so that Ranga Pillai could oply
meet his obligations to the Company by bt?rrowtv-.
ing on his private credit. Mea_n?vhﬂg in
November he was reduced to compla,lg to the
Governor .that the persons who had -stood
qureties for the old renters would not pay what

was due under the leases that had been can- .

‘celled. On the 13th of November some "Were
called before de Leyrit and ordered to pay ;
and on the 16th others appeared. But although

the Cowrtier had thus far the support of the

thority, ! i a8 evi-
Governor's authority, the situation w

dently threatening, and the year closed with 4.

oveab uncertainty whether he would be- a,ble_ to
ZOntinue the payments on .agcount of his lease.

~
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SEPTEMBER 1754.
Sunday, September 8.—When the Governor®
returned from church this morning, M.
Delarche was talking with him. I went when
he sent for me and he asked why Taqgi Sahib
~ had not given him a dress of honour. I. said, |
‘He has been trying to see you for the last
four days, but you were busy writing letters
with closed doors, so he did not bring it.’—
‘Tell him to bring it at half-past four this
evening,’ he said. I said I would do so, and
told him that the master-gunner should be
- ordered to fire a salute of five guns. He told
me to send a peon for the master-gunner.
When he came, I gave him the proper orders
and sent him away.

M. Delarche then said that we ought to
have men at Madras and Cuddalore to report
the arrival and departure of ships. I said I
would see to it. He continued, ‘ It does not
matter even if it cost 100 rupees a month to

got the news. Iwill also write to my Armenian
friend at Madras to get news.’*

1 271{h .ﬁ'mmi, Bhava.
" % That is, Godehen who arrived at Pondichery on Angust 2. .
8 Tt was usual for the rival settlements to maintain a close watch

upon each other's trade, which was a subject of regular report to the.
Companies at home.




