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above. Then he ‘told me to go- home. T got
home at midnight. o -
Krishna Pillai’s letter to me is as follows —

*M. Le Blanc sent for me on the 14th and told

me to get in provisions as the English had
reached TiruvAmiytr. I said I would do so.
He wanted them at once; but I explained
that they had to be brought from outside. He
insisted that provisions must be sent for and

supplied at once, or else'T must say I had paid |

_in 1,000 pagodas less than I really had. I
replied that I could ‘do nothing till I had
written to my master and received his orders.
M. Le Blanc hit me on the cheek. I said that
he could do as he pleased, but that [ was help-
less. He then produced a pistol and, pointing
it at me, said, “ Will you deduct 1 OOO pagodas
and de(,lfue that you have not paid it, or shall
I shoot you?” I was afraid that he - who
had done so much would not hesitate to shoot
me, and wrote and signed what he desired. I

. then told him that the English army were at

the village of Kadupuli* M. Le Blane said

that they were not coming here, for he had
heard they were marching by Chingleput, and

“that there was no need to do anything. He
would not listen to anything I said, but threat-

ened me,and cared nothing. On the 15th the |

© 2 Unidentified.

\\

17523 " , . ANANDA RANGA PIDLAT N 223

English reached ‘Anga Pillai’'s Choultry, and
on the 16th Badé Sahib’s gardens. Our people
sallied out. of the fort! and attacked them,
killing two officers® and a few soldiers and
sepoys, and losing three or four. M. Le Blanc .
then withdrew ?into the fort, with my peons.

 On the evening of the 19th, M. Te Blanc made

terms with the English, surrendered the fort,
and became a prisoner of war. Fearing to
remain during such troubles, I havedeparted to
a village near Pottireddi Chingamaniyakkan-
palaiyam. As my peons have to be paid, I
shall come to Pondichery. I -enclose a note in
French, saying that the Governor must be'i

, informed of M. Le Blanc's behaviour.’.

The Maratha troopers to-day, in parties of
four, five, eight or ten, plundered the Com-
pany’s iaghir villages and seized and drove
off the cattle ; so that the "peoplé have been .
troubled and have run away. A few Maratha
horgsemen entered my agrahdram at Tiru-
véngadapuram, threatening the 'people and
beating and plundering the passers- -by ; =o the

inhabitants have fled,

‘M. LaVolonté Konappararjgi went out witﬁ 3
a few matchlock-people this afternoon to
hinder the Mara‘thas from carrying off the

1 Reading Kdttar for ﬁ’dpm
"¢ Lieutenant Cooper is said to have been taken and subsequentl
killed. (Hill, Catelogue ofi?te Orme M88S., p. 221},



994 . " 7a® DI4RY OF . [Sre. 20,

cattle. Each claimed ' cattle for his own,
pointing out false marks, and offering half
a rupee or a rupee for each: -I hear that he
took the money, and delivered them the
cattle. - : ' I
Priday, September 22.~~The Governor asked
me if it was true that the fort had been sur-
rendered. I said it was, and that he® was at

Tiruvidandai. The: Governor gsaid, ‘He isa

vile. dog, and has been bribed by the English
to betray wus.’ . I observed, ‘He is a rascal.
It would take ten thousand sheets to write
and three hours to relate his iniquities at
Covelong. Such a man would not 'h'esitate to

betray us. ' I.am sure he has done so.”” I then

related his misc¢onduct, and his pretending

not to believe in the approach of the enemy ;

and he answered, ‘ He must certainly have sold
us to the English.’ IV

As we were talking, a letter arrived from
M. Melon at Chingleput. He wrote as: fol-
lows :—' M. Le Blanc surrendered Covelong to
the English on Tuesdayevening. On Wednes-
day morning, they hoisted the white flag ; and
our men from Chingleput and M. St. Germain
advanced, supposing we still held the fort.
But when he was near the fort, he was sur-
rounded ; the white flag was pulled down, the

T L0tk Purattdsi, ﬁngim-m. © . * 8¢ Le Blane,

I P ' iAjAND.a RANGL PILLAI T 995

-Enghsh flag was hmsted and the enemy
‘attacked. . As our people mistook the enemy

for our own men, many were. killed: and M.

'8t. Germain was made prisoner.’

When the letter had been read, Madame
Dupleix came and talked to him. The Gov-

._ ernor then called me and repeated to me what

M. Melon had written.” He asked me to send a
reply at once, to M. Melon at Chingleput.

.. I told him that ten bales of thin unbleached
cloth had been packed and that there wero
altogether 1,114 bales on hand. ‘Well, the
Governor said, ‘ will it be sorted to-morrow ?’
I said that there would be more than 30 bales
ready belonging to the 00mpany s merchants
and the Karikd] merchants.- I then went to
my office.

The Maratha horqe came as tar as the Bound
hedge to-day, dnvmg off the cattle, plundering
the country, and wounding many. Conse-
quently people in the out-villages in alarm
took shelter in the town. Their trouble and
loss is indescribable. I know not how God will
bring our immeasurable troubles to an end.
The Governor sent M. d’Auteuil -with 60 or
70 of the European body-guard and 200 sepoys

to drive them away. They ﬂed 80 our people
_returned by half-past six.

* Cf. Sir George Forvest’s Life of Clive, Vol. 1, p. 215,
. 29
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. The GOV.'.BI‘I’IOI' sent for me at seven o "clock
to-nlght and said to me anoruly — M. Le Blanec..
writes that he surrendered Covelong on the.

evening of Tuesday September 19, as the
‘enemy were 2,000 strong, and would have
stormed the place. He. 1s a mule, and has

betrayed us. Had any breach been made in
the walls ? Or did he lack provisions ? Nothing -

of the sort. e has betrayed us. - He says that
he surrendered because he had not men enough
to guard the walls if so numerous an enemy
attempted an escalade. I replied suitably.

The Governor contmued ‘ Anyhow he should =

have warned M. St. Gelmam_ that he had sur-
rendered ; but he kept quiet, and M. St. Germain.
with his men fell into the _enenﬁy’s trap. The
latter has been released by the Emnglish, and
was brought in here at four o'clogk. The
Marathas wounded him on the way, so he is in
the hospital. . From what he says, [ believe
that M. TLe Blanc is entirely to blame. I
replied bmtably a,nd went to my office.

At ten o’clock to- night, I heald that Mr

(live, having left a Brahman HS amaldar at'

“Covelong with some peons to guard the f01t
had crossed the backwater with his troops in
~or der to attack Chingleput. :

- T also hear that M.-Le Blanc, alter surlender
ing Covelong, went to Sadras.

P
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Letters came to day from Salabat J: ang and.

- . M. Bussy at’ Hyderabad saying that Ghazi-ud-

din’ Khén was 35 kos-this side of the Narbad4,
that Saiyid Tashkar Khan had been to Poona
to treat with Bhéji Réo, that Shih Nawiz
XKhén had been given the subsh of Hyderabad,

"~ with M. Bussy as killedar, that Shaikh

Ibréhim had been made rlsaldal and ordered
to- raise horse, and given & covered palankin :
that 40,000 troopers had been enlisted ; but they

‘wanted soldiers, sepoys, powder, Shot etc '

from Pondmhely, for, if affairs there were onee
established, the ,Cf.t_lnatlc could gquickly bo
settled as the Governor pleased ; so they
demanded every man that could be spared
from here. -So the soldiers and volunteers, ete.
~about 100 Europeans—who came on board the

Devandmpattanam from Mascareigne with &

few sepoys and mortars and cannon, muskets,

powder, shot, etc., are to be sent by the .

Anson. -

Sunday, September 24:--1 went to the
Governor at ten o’clock when he returned from -
church, and reported the news. He asked if
any news had come from Chingleput. I
replied, ‘Mr. Clive ‘reached. Chingleptit on
Friday ; when his troops were seen from the
fort, M. Villéon, the commandant, and M.

* 18th Purattdsi, Angirasa,”
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Melon, posted the peons and sepoys for defence.

They have provisions for a year, with suffi- . -

cient powder and shot, so that nothing

is wanting for the defence. God’s will re-
‘mains to be seen; but the defenders will leave
nothing undone to keep the enemy off.” The

Governor replied, ‘ M. Le Blane is an Englisgh-

man, and a traitor, else Covelong would never
have fallen. I said that was true. Hé sent
for me again afterwazds, and observed that the

proceeds of the bill of exchange on Sadras

could not yet have been sent to Chingleput.
I agreed, and then went to my office. =~

M. Delarche told Yisuf Basbhi Khan, who
brought the PAdshah's parwéna, that he could

reach Masulipatam in three days by the Anson
which is bound thither. Yasuf then went to

the Governor and said that he preferred to g “

by land instead of sea. : -

The Governor sent for me at three o’clock
this afternoon and said that he would give
50 rupees to any ohe who delivered a letter
(which he gave me) to the commandant of
Chingleput. I gave 20 rupees to two men and

_ sent them off, telling them of the Governor’s

promise. ~Again the Governor sent for me and
told me to send another letter. So I gave?20

rupees to two more men and despatched them.
. I hear this morning that Muhammad ’All

Khén, who was at Tiruviti, is halting at
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. Tiruttaltr on hls way to Arcot as he cannot

cross the Penndr which is full. As it was
raining when he set out, and as the river was
full, his affair cannot prosper. ,

When I told the Governor, he asked Why
the Marathas had allowed him to go. I said
I had heasrd that they intended to accompany
him. -

. Tuesday, Se ptembﬂr 26. ‘——As bleached cloth
was being examined, T went to the Fort this
morning. When I was about to leave after
the clotl? had been packed, the Governor's
peon called me. When T went and paid my
respects, he asked the news from Chingleput.
I said that the following had been written :—

- ‘Mr. Clive and others are camped in the

Nattam village. His troops cannot approach
the fort from the west, east or north, but only
from the south, where is the fort gate. He is
trying to 1‘ai'se batteries, but is prevented by
the fire of the fort. Being helpless, lie has sent
to Covelong for 3 or 4- mortars in order to drop
shell into the fort. - Nothing will be done until
then. If a small body of troops were sent
from here, and the garrison of the fort made
a brisk attack, the enemy would be put to
flight. The fort gate is said to have been
removed and the place built up.’

v 1dth Puraiiasi, Angtrasa,



