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gry exclamations, he went info Mada,me’s.room
+d T went into writer Ranga Pillai’s office till the
torm should blow over. But what would he have
id if T had given him all the news in my letter.?
says,  Only five ships have arrived, buf nine left in
afoh; two hundred chests of silver, bales of broad-
cloth, chests of coral and the other Hurope gocfds
thej' generally bring bave arrived ; the other ships
will arrive in five or six days. Though the capture
of Madras was not known, five hundred men have
beon sent, as Mr. Morse had previously written for
irforcements ; out of those already arrived two
hindred have been landed, more will come ashore
-day or t0-mMOITOW, and the rest will be broug:rht
y"'the other ships. Two or three Bengal ships
ave arrived with silk and other Bengal goods,
' nging also the wives of Mr. Morse and Mr. Croke.
‘A soon as the other ships arrive, they mean to
ttack Pondichery. Mutyilu who was sent to
astr Jang is on his return, and they are arranging
send people to meet him either thig side of the
Amalcheravu Pass or on his arrival at Arcot.’
If ho heard these things, how angry he would
Indeed his nature is such that one should always
1 him his enemies are weak and helpless. But if
are to do g0, he would afterwards ask, ¢ Why did
o1l me this ?  Why did you deceive me?’ So,
0wiﬁg his nature, I appear to m_os;];. the enerny
nd speak lightly of their deeds, giving him the
ows little by little, that he may thus gradually

This evening a letter was brought to me, written
by Arumpitai Muttayya Pillai and Ariyapps
Mudali to Varldm. I read it and gave it bac
It said ; ¢ If with Madame’s help you get the matte
settled, you shall reap the fruit of the happy news
that you will have to give’ Thus they wrot
siibtly, and added that they would not mind even
if the affair cost a little more than had been agreed:
upon, for they desired it to be arranged and hope
they would be able to compliment Varlm on his.
success, news of which they were anxiously await-
ing. T will write on a future day the name of the:
man who brought me the letter. S

Priday, February 2.'—1 went to the Governor’s
this morning when he returned from church. He
asked me what T had heard about the Burope ships’
which arrived seven or eight days ago at Fort 8t
David. I answered, ‘I hear that they left Europe:
last March; five have arrived; when they sailed
the news of the capture of Madras had not reached’
Europe, for they have brought three hundred mer
for the Madras garrison.?” When I said this, his:
anger was unspeakable. He said, ¢ You ‘are not:
attending to the Company’s business half so well as:
you used to do. Do you want to frighten me with:
news of the enemy’s reinforcements ?’ With othe:

-t 28rd Tai, Prabhava, o
®Hee p. 388 supra, This is either an encrmons exaggeration of -
the facts, or else a gonfuged rumonr of Boscawen’s coming, news of which'

had,r&lready reached Fert Bt, David. See Country Correspondence, 1748,
Pp. 7-8.
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learn their strength, ~But this time he got angry
at the very beginning of my story, and rushed into.
Madame’s room before I could tell him all the news.
His anger was unspeakable, so I went away, to await.
a more fitting time to tell him. -
Besides this, for the last two months-, “and for
the last month especially, Madame has been.
regularly sending men to get news from Fort St.
David and writing the news in French. So I think
T must not take too great an interest in the Fort St.
David news or do mueh init. 1 must only mak
suggestions now and then, for, if I appear 00
prominent in the matter, Madame will be angry, and
I shall profit in neither wealth nor spirit. So I have
resolved to have as little to do with itas I can.
Shahji R4ja," son of Sarabhdji R4j4, has senthither,

ith"a letter from M. Le Riche® ab Karikal, Koyait
fttigai, who is son of Sundarbii Kisttigai who was
Bhhji R4j&’s maternal grandfather. Koyaji Kattigai
sached Arumpitai Pillai’s Choultry, whence he
sent hig gumasta. with the letter, that I might speak
about the matter to the Governor. I did 80, saying
that if we made Koyaijl a daily allowance and would
alfil his desire, ho would come into the town ;
therwise he would retwrn. The Governor said he
ould see about it. S0 to-day I said, Tt is [ ]
days since Koyajt Kéttigai arrived ; he has no money
and'I have had to advance him 10 pagodas. If
18- sent away now without anything being done
him, h¢ should bs given 100 pagodas for his
epenises.—* But why should I give him anything ?’
Governor asked.—T answered, ‘If we do not

} Who this man really was is obscure. It will ke remembered that:
Barabhdii was R&j& of Tunjore from about 1712 to 1727, that he was auos
ceeded by his brother Tukkdji who reigned tiil 1735, and was sneceadad
hisson, Bévé 84hib (or Ekdji). Thé last named was succeeded by his w f
in 1787. 8he was driven out, apparently in the same year, by & perac
calling himself Shéhji. Her chief supporter was called Biddsi : “an
when the latter defented Shahji, Shahji entered into the well-kné
negotiations with Dumas which yesulted in the French acquiring Karika
However Shahji's party succeeded in driving out Siddéji, and Shdh
apparently continued fo reign in Tanjore till he jm turn was expelle
(or killed) by Pratib Singh in July 1739. Orme {i. 108) cornsider
Bhihji and Pratdb Bingh to have beon hoth sons of Barabkdji; Duff (e
1912, i. 462) says hoth were sons of Tukksji; the Tanjore - Diskri
Manual (p. 775) alleges that thers were two princes between Biva Sahik
wile and Prat&b Singh—one Shihji, son of Sarabhdji, and the cther th
‘ 8yajee ' of Duff, son of Tukkfji. I do nob know on what evidence thi
last ig based; but I suspect it to be an attempt to reconcile Orme’s an
Dutt’s vereions. It iz moreover not enpported by tha Menioir which wa
written by Elias Guillot, Governor of Negapatam, in 1739, This indicate
pretty plainly that the prince who drove out Bivd Sahib's wife wag this.
man - whom Pratdb Singh drove out. I may further observe thab nei

‘o Duff appear to be right. Orme was certainly wrong in ealling
atdl: Singh, son of Barabhéji ; and Duff is opposed by ell the authorities
sequainted with in oalling ‘ 8yajee ', son of Pnkkéji, provided that
yajes’ is to Dbe identified with Bhahji. The Duteh Memoir already
od. strongly in favour of this identification, and the Dutch were
dingly well informed on Tanjore affaire, I take it then tkat the
hdhji whe -reigned from 1737 to 1739 olaimed to be a son of Barabhaji ;
hor-he was or wnot I cannot pretend to decide, nor yet whether
onwhose nucle visited Pondichery was the actual prince who
Buyon says that Pratdb Singh stifled his rival in a bath of
but- Guyon’s anthority on such a point does nob count for much ;
hink it probable that the man who now was approaching Pupleix
who at_the close of the year 1748 was to visit fort 8t, David with
ceess, was the Shihji who had reigned over Tanjore. .
he letter is dated October 29, 1947 I} is 3 mere lotter of
chion. - [P.R.—No. 83.] ' '




