COLUMBIA’S HALL OF BABEL

- New Foreigners’ Dormltory to House Stu-

- dents of Twenty-Six

'MERICAN unlversities and other
educational institutions are be-
coming so famous in all parts of

~the world that this country is

o being .thickly settled with little
colonies of foreign students who wish

-to add the best of modern thought and
. learning to the stores of the wisdom of
‘the ages which they have acquired in
‘their native lands.

This city, with its stellar system of
universities, colleges and schools of all
"kinds, has the greatest forelgn student
" population in this country, and its num-
bers are larger than those boasted by
~ any. Luropean city, except, possibly, the
'.Borbonne in Paris. The reasons? Yes,
the war is one, of course, but the others
&ré the great advancement in education
in this country in the last ‘decade "and
the promise of .unsurpassed achieve-
ments in new buildings, schools and cur-
.riculums in the next ten years. _

" Now the city is to have another In-
ducement for foreign students. John D.
‘Rockefeller Jr. is to give $1,000.000 for
_the construction of a home near Colum-
bia. Dnlversity for the forelgn studcnts

bia. New York Lnlversitz City College,
er any of the many other public insti-
tutions of learning in this city. This
new hall of many tongues will be a
Cosmopolls, where East meets West
in the field of learning. It will be con-
ducted by the Cosmopolitan Club, a part
of the Intemollegla.ta Y. M. C. A
mtem.

'For many Years Columbia University
has felt the need of some great hall in
its vast educational system where hew-
"comers to the irstitution could have a
good place to live and get first-hand in-
formation about such vastly important-
‘things as ‘the {intricacles of the New
York streets, our strange customs of.
subway travel, and that even more
strange puzzlé to the correctly educated
foreigner—the slang of the New Yorker.

It had not been expected that Co-
lumbia would receive this desirable ad-
‘dition before the money had been pro-
vided for so meny other needs, such as
new.  {nstruction buildings. The Cos-
mopolis was a dream until Mr Racke-
 feller became interested and decided to
provlda the money.

‘This new gift will benefit the na,tive-
born students of Columbia.as well.

Most of the foreign students at Co-
lumbla—and there were more than 300
there this year—wanted to live in the
dormitories so that they could get clos2
t5 the atmosphere of a great university
and at the same time escape the horrors
of the landlady who raised the rent.
The result wag that theres was a Chinese
colony in Hartley Hall, with smaller
colonles of other nations scattered
‘through the entire dormitory system.
Their departure for the new building of
the Coamopolitan Club will enable Co-
lumbia to provide rooms for scores of
additional American students at the low
rates established by the university.

As for the foreign students, they will
be able to burn incense, eat Turkish
'tood debate {nternational problems in
twenty-aix different languages, and then
get up and worship the sun—if they
please. They  will not be hindered by
_thh pecullar American people, who
never object to anybody staying up
making noise until 5 o'clock in the
morning, but who have come to think
that it Is unhealthy and in bad Jjudg- |
ment for anybody to get up and make
noise at that hour—which is what Chi-
nesa students do sometimes, The foreign |
.students in the Columbia dormitories

had zll those privileges—or all that free-
.dom—but not so the student who had
to- take 2. 1rocom where the landlady and
her husband objected to sleep-destroy-
ing custorms and Orlentaltalk and odors.
Tho Colorful Cosmopolitan Club.

© The history of the Cosmopolitan Club
in ~ Columbia TUniversity is long and
pleasant, but now the officers of the
club look forward to the expansion
proraised by -a rapidly growing colony
of foreign =mstudents and a2 munificent
gift that will tend to stimulate growth.
That history bezan when the foreign
students in this city were numbered only
in scores instead of hundreds and thou-
sa.nd.&

S0 many opportunities for acquiring
knowledgo and culture outside tHe reg-
ular classrooms were offered by contact
with -the forelgn students in the uni-
versity that many Americans became
members of tha Cosmopolitan Club and
joined the forelgn students {n all their
quaint entertainments and ceremonials
—for some of them are very near that.

. other high degrees.

Sometimes it was a Turkish dinner sat | . -
— tallurgy in the University of 'Toulpuse.

some restaurant or tea room near the
university; or perhaps a ‘dinner of
dishes invented by the Hindus, followed
by a discussion .of the British naval.
policy by a Chinese student, contra-
dicted by a student from Chile and up-
held by an Armenian. Or. it might be
a lecture by some professor from Co-
lumbia University, followed by a dis-
.casston in’ which' representatives of Co-
lumdbia’'s - forty - natolnalities clashed
oplnions and displayed varfous methods
of handling the King's English.

Many who are not of the Christian
f2ith have taken part in the colorful
Christmas exercises of the club, held in
Earl Hall, the home of the Y. M. C. A.
on the Columbla Unliversity campus.
In turn they have introduced their
American friends to the quzint customs
of other lands and other religions, and

the result has been more tolerance for
- the bellefs of others.

Majority of Foreign Students From Asia

The majority of the foreign students
at. Columbla University, and at othasr
institutions in this country, come from
Aslatic countries, and the Columbia au-
thorities expect that the number of stu-
dents from the Far East will increase
in proportion to the students from other
countries.. The Xast is: seeking the
leaming of the West, and the gifts of
Mr. Rockefeller and other philanthro-
plsts, ‘and the work of American edu-
cators, are making it more and more
eusy for them to come to America,.

'_I‘lie_-pfopo'sed new home of the Cos-
mopolitan Club is to be almost wirhin
the ‘- boundaries of Columbia—the uni-
versity "of 30,000 students. From the
yroposed site it will command a view
¢ Riverside Drive, Grantvs Tomb and
the - **lordly Hudson,” where the At-

‘ .a.nﬂc fleet anchors so frequently arul
__ho ships of S0 many natlons tiie up
._while awalting cargoes.

~ Authoritative announcement of the
zelection of the site for the new build-
ing-has been withhelod, but it has been
;aid-for months among real. estate men
that the 'spot desired is at Riverside
Prive, right where 124th Street would
cut ‘into that thoroughtare if it ran east
shroiigh Broadway and Claremont Ave-
pue. - It s -presuied tha.t this is the
;hbﬁan site, and == ol those who are

Different Languages

familiar with the plans for the new club-
house has denied it. ) |
‘Near this spot the Drive forks around
Grant’s Tomb, and on the east side
; widens i{nto a llttIe public park that runs
'back from the east fork .to the cliff at.
Claremont Avenue. It is bounded on the ’
south by 122d Street and on thé north
by private property running from the
Drive back to Claremont- Avenue.’ . Ex-
cept for the D)'ckman Riding Academy,
virtually a half block is vacant. Any
building on this entire slite would have
frontage on Riverside Drive, on the park
and on Claremont Avenue. A few min-
utcs’ walk would take a Cosmopolite
to Barnard "College, Teachers- College,
or any part of the main Columbia
campus; or to the Union Theologlcal
Seminary, the Jewish .Theological Semi-
nary, the Damrosch School of Music,
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine,
St. Luke’s Hospital, and the other pri-
vate institutions ‘on "~Morningside
Heights. '

Buﬂdlng' Wil I\ot House A_ll

Except for the meagre confivma.tion-
that the gift of Mr. Rockefeller was to
be available for the erection of this new
Cosmopolitan Club, those who are inter-
ested in the project have said nothing
about definite plans. It is known, how-
ever, that these contemplate theg con-
struction of a building sirhilar to the
Y. M. C. A. buildings in this and other
citles, but more elzborate ‘and tasteful.
There will be rooms for the studenfé
dining halls, shower baths, play rooms
and gymnasiums study rooms, mausic
rooms, meeting rooms, an assembly hall,
and probably a garden on the roof. The
building will be about ten stories high.

Big as this place will be, it will not
be large enough to house even the for-
eign students at Columbia, if the pres-
ent rate of growth -contlnues. Two
years ago Columbia University had
about 361 students from foreign coun-
tries, or a little more than § per cent.
of the total enrollment in the regular
schools and departments. The number
leaped to 477 last year, and this year
the number is nearer 600 than 0(00. It
is thought probable that it may go over
1,000 next year, because hundreds, of ad-
ditional inquiries have already been re-
ceived, with the Fall term ‘ma.ny months
away.

In Columbia the bulk: of foreign stu-
dents come from China, on Chinese Gov-
ernment scholarsnips from the income
of funds set aside by this country from
the Boxer indemnity, or on their own
resources. About 144 were at the uni-
versity last year.. Canada was second,
with 105 students, a great increase over
1019-20, when only fifty-four Canadians
attended. Japan was third last year,
with eighty-two students, a slight de-
crease over 1919-20. Gr eat Britain and
France sent a dozen students eacH, with
small groups from about forty other
countries. Many come from South
America.

Incomplete figures compiled by the Y.
M. C. A.s Committee on Friendly Re-
lations Among Foreign Students show
that about 10,000 foreign students are
attending college in this country this
year. About 2,000 are Chiness; 1,000
Japanese, 4,000 from South American
countries, 300 Hindus, §0 Persians, 1,400
Filipinos in colleges and universities
and 600 in high schools. There are
smaller groups from other countries.

If Columbia is a typical institution, the
majority of these students are taking
graduate courses and many are candi-
dates- for the Doctor of Philosophy and
Of the 477 students
in 1919-20, about 189 were taking courses
in education and practical arts; about
117 were aunder the Graduate Faculties,
and the others were scattered through
the professional schools and Columbia
College. .

The Columbia Law School . plans ex-
pansion to meet the demand for courses
in internatioral law and diplomacy and
the Faculty of Political Science is also
expanding its courses, because these men
wish broad informatian on the relations
among countries and international prob-
lems. It is expected that the new med-
fcal centre, to be constructed oy Colum-
bia and the Presbyterian Hospital, will
also attract many forelgn students.

In all parts of the university the sys-
tem of exchanging professors with for-
eign countries is bringing distinguished
foreigners to this country for courses
of lectures In Columbia and in other
large universities. Columbia has had
several this year, and more. will come
next year. One of the famous teachers
who will be at the university next year
is Dr. M. J. Cavalier, Professor of Me-

Now countries ‘are exchanging stu-
dents, Twenty-four Belgians come to
this country each year under the ex-
change system established by Herbert
Hoove- and the Belgian Relief Commis-
sion. A Pan-American Students’ League
has just been formed. Mexico wants to
exchange students. The American-
Scandinavian Foundation last year. pro-
vided ten exchange fellowships. Six
British scholars are here for their first
yeal on scholarsmps provided by the
Imperial Collcge of Science and Tech-
nology, and more are coming. The num-
ber of these exchange students alone
will soon run into hundreds.

And are they good students? Their
marks are above average and the places
taken by these students, particularly by

the Chinese, upon their return to their
own countries, prove that their train-

ing was not lost. Wellington XKoo, a

Columbia graduate, is Chinese Ambas-
sador to Great DBritain. Others . are.
prominent in banking, nolitics, railr oad-
ing and many other businesses in China.
A Chinese graduate of the Columbia
School of Journalism runs his own
paper.

Refore the war the Sorbonne in Paris
had more than 3,000 foreign students,
but no other university in France had a
number.that would run thls total within
half of the present number at American
universities. .The number of foreign stu-
dents in this country equals the com-
bined -enrollment of Harvard, Yale ‘and
Dartmouth last year. -

This makes America a world centre
of- education, and stiil they come. Who
said we were provincial?
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